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ABSTRACT 

In modern literary criticism, the relationship between literature and environmental studies has grown in 

importance, especially in the context of eco-criticism, which investigates the complex interrelationships 

between people, the natural world, and the environment. Amitav Ghosh emphasizes ecological issues 

in his novels by fusing historical, social, and cultural aspects with environmental difficulties. This study 

focuses on The Shadow Lines, The Glass Palace, The Hungry Tide and Gun Island analyzing the theme 

of eco-criticism within the novels of Amitav Ghosh. This study examines the ways in which Ghosh 

portrays the intricate interconnections between individuals and their environment, with particular 

emphasis on themes such as colonial resource exploitation, climate change, and relocation. This study 

utilizes a qualitative research methodology to assess the selected novels through an ecocritical 

framework, highlighting Ghosh's advocacy for ecological consciousness and his critique of 

environmental degradation. The results indicate an advanced understanding of environmental issues, as 

Ghosh interrogates readers' perceptions of nature and human accountability through the integration of 

different narratives. In addition to highlighting the agency of oppressed populations and non-human 

species in ecological environments, his works show how colonial and postcolonial histories are 

intertwined with environmental exploitation. Ghosh's books push the readers to think critically about 

current environmental issues and to acknowledge the interdependence of human and ecological systems 

by emphasizing environmental catastrophes, climate change, and human relocation. By offering a 

comprehensive examination of the environmental consciousness present in Amitav Ghosh's fiction, this 

study adds to the developing field of ecocritical studies in South Asian literature.  

KEYWORDS: Eco-criticism, Environmentalism, historical Ecology, Climate Change, Migration. 

INTRODUCTION 

Eco-criticism, an emerging field within literary studies, investigates the interplay between literature and 

the environment, highlighting the ethical and cultural consequences of human relationships with the 

natural world (Chatterji, 2021). Eco-criticism represents a significant critical movement that emerged 

during the late 20th century. This perspective challenges the anthropocentric viewpoint prevalent in 

much of Western literature and advocates for a more inclusive, bio centric approach that recognizes the 

intrinsic value of all living entities, encompassing ecosystems (Nayar, 2010). The significance of the 

area has escalated in light of the worsening global environmental crisis, which is marked by pollution, 

deforestation, climate change, and biodiversity loss. The examination of literature reveals its critical 

role in shaping public perception through narratives that explore the complex relationships between 

individuals and their surroundings (Kaur, 2007).  Amitav Ghosh, a notable figure in contemporary 

Indian literature, has made substantial contributions to the literary discourse surrounding environmental 
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issues. The writings in question are widely acknowledged for their in-depth examination of ecological, 

historical, and cultural themes, thereby serving as significant resources for ecocritical analysis 

(Lakshmi, 2024). Ghosh's novels frequently illustrate the detrimental effects of industrialization, global 

capitalism, and colonial exploitation on the environment, while concurrently highlighting the intricate 

relationships that exist between humans and their natural surroundings (Parui, 2022). Ghosh contributes 

to the broader discourse surrounding environmental ethics and sustainability by elucidating the 

connections between environmental issues and the realms of social justice, identity, and cultural 

memory through his narrative (Viju, 2024). 

The Shadow Lines, The Glass Palace, The Hungry Tide, and Gun Island are the chosen novels that 

provide a broad thematic and geographical scope for a critical analysis of Ghosh's environmental 

worldview. These novels have a profound concern for ecological instability and the precarious balance 

between humans and nature, despite differences in narrative structure and historical background. Ghosh 

explores the long-term ecological effects of political choices and economic aspirations, from the 

nuanced evocation of space and borders in The Shadow Lines to the expansive historical account of 

environmental and human exploitation in The Glass Palace. 

By centering the story moves on the Sundarbans, an endangered ecosystem, The Hungry Tide represents 

a significant shift in Ghosh's ecological engagement. Tidal cycles, biodiversity, and environmental 

uncertainty are highlighted in the book, highlighting the ways in which natural forces and conservation 

measures influence human lives. In Gun Island, where forced migration, climate change, and global 

interconnectedness become major issues, this ecological focus is further amplified. Here, Ghosh 

portrays the climate problem as a global issue that cuts beyond country boundaries, cultural norms, and 

historical eras.  

Amitav Ghosh's chosen books are therefore positioned in this study as essential literary interventions 

in continuing discussions about ecological degradation, climate change, and human responsibility. The 

research attempts to demonstrate how literature can promote ecological awareness and critical reflection 

by analyzing how environmental and ecocritical viewpoints alter narrative meaning across numerous 

books. By doing this, it highlights the significance of Ghosh's fiction as a link between literary analysis 

and environmental philosophy in a time of global catastrophe. 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW  

Eco-criticism serves as a theoretical framework that facilitates the examination of literary 

representations of the environment and the critique of anthropocentric perspectives. Cheryll Glotfelty 

(1996) articulates eco-criticism as the examination of the interplay between literary works and the 

physical environment. In furtherance of this discourse, researchers including Greg Garrard (2004) and 

Timothy Morton (2007) have examined themes pertaining to environmental ethics, ecological 

imperialism, and the interrelatedness of all living entities. Within the framework of Indian literature 

composed in English, the body of work produced by Ghosh is especially significant due to its emphasis 

on ecological themes. Research conducted by Elizabeth De Loughrey (2014) emphasizes the 

representation of the Sundarbans, a delicate ecosystem, in The Hungry Tide as a locus of human and 

environmental conflict. In a comparable manner, The Great Derangement has received acclaim for its 

sharp analysis of climate change denial and its examination of the ethical challenges presented by the 

Anthropocene. The aforementioned works highlight Ghosh's dedication to integrating narrative fiction 

with the principles of environmental advocacy. 
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RESERCH METHODOLOGY  

This study employs a qualitative and interpretative methodology, utilizing detailed textual analysis of 

selected novels by Ghosh. Eco-critical theories, especially those articulated by Glotfelty, Garrard, and 

Morton, constitute the theoretical foundation of the analysis. The paper additionally integrates 

secondary sources, such as journal articles, book chapters, and interviews with Amitav Ghosh, to 

contextualize the results. 

IMPORTANCE OF THE STUDY  

The relationship between literature and nature is a longstanding one, as demonstrated by the works of 

poets and writers throughout history across various cultures worldwide. The current discourse 

highlights the intricate relationship between the natural and social realms, a subject of analysis and 

emphasis across various fields of knowledge and development. This study examines the textual 

representation of the intricate relationship between society and literature as articulated by various 

authors in their literary works. Within this framework, two concepts have gained significant prominence 

in contemporary discourse: ecocriticism and ecology. From the northern Himalayas to the southern 

plateaus, India is home to a wide variety of habitats, including the arid Thar Desert in the west and the 

vibrant Sunderbans in the east. Over time, these ecosystems have experienced detrimental impacts as a 

result of rising population levels and human greed. The depletion of natural resources has significantly 

influenced literature, prompting an examination of the evolution of attitudes towards nature in Indian 

literature, specifically the transition from respect to destruction. Ecocriticism is founded on the belief 

that imaginative arts and their analysis, through their ability to harness the influence of language, 

narrative, and visual representation, can play a crucial role in enhancing awareness and understanding 

of environmental issues. This includes the various manifestations of ecological degradation currently 

impacting the planet. Ecocriticism aligns with various disciplines within the humanities of environment, 

including ethics, history, anthropology, religious studies, and humanistic geography, asserting that the 

phenomena of environment requires comprehensive understanding. Furthermore, it emphasizes the 

necessity of qualitatively addressing the expanding spectrum of contemporary environmental issues 

alongside quantitative measures. 

AIMS OF THE STUDY  

1. To evaluate the role of ecology and ecocriticism in the works of Amitav Ghosh  

ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION  

Set in the Sundarbans, The Hungry Tide is a vivid portrayal of the fragile relationship between humans 

and nature. Ghosh’s narrative foregrounds the struggles of the marginalized communities living in this 

tidal archipelago, juxtaposed against the backdrop of ecological fragility. The novel critiques 

developmental policies that prioritize economic gain over ecological sustainability, exemplified by the 

forced eviction of settlers during the Morichjhanpi massacre. Piya Roy, the protagonist, embodies the 

eco-critical perspective through her dedication to studying the river dolphins. Her interactions with 

Fokir, a local fisherman, underscore the harmony that can exist between traditional knowledge systems 

and scientific inquiry. As Das (2019) notes, the novel exemplifies “the potential of cross-cultural 

collaboration in addressing the environmental challenges”. The ecocritical analysis of Amitav Ghosh's 

literary contributions reveals significant insights and broader implications that extend beyond the realm 

of literature. 
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Human-Nature Relationships: In his oeuvre, Ghosh examines the intricate and occasionally challenging 

dynamics that characterize the interaction between humans and their environment. The hungry tide 

offers strong evidence of the Sunderbans' subordinate activities, including the effects of globalisation 

on the island and its inhabitants, who are cut off from the contemporary technological world. The lovely 

historical narrative, love, and the relationship between humans and nature are among the topics and 

assertions that the postcolonial questioned in regard to ecocriticism. The way that Ghosh's writing in 

Hungry Tide combines the real-life history of fictitious persons and places is fantastic. The vast 

Sundarbans archipelago in the Ganges delta recounts the little-known tale of the 1979 refugee 

evacuation from Morichjhanpi. The relationship between identities and the geographies of the Meghna 

River, the Hugli River, and the waterways of the Sundarbans Delta is examined in Hungry Tide. The 

location known as "mager malluk" due to its anarchy and violence is the Sundarbans, an exotic 

mangrove forest home to Royal Bengal tigers. With the assistance of local officials, Piya Roy, a young 

cetologist from the United States, is conducting study on Irrawaddy river dolphins in the Sundarbans 

region. After two tears of climate change, Piya is astounded to see that the dolphins do not behave as 

they should when migrating. In Hungry Tide, Amitav Ghosh explores the potential for love between 

Piya and Fokir as well as the current geopolitical landscape. 

⮚  The characters frequently yield to environmental influences, thereby exposing the 

power dynamics inherent in human nature. The narrative of The Hungry Tide illustrates 

the intricate relationship between the fragile environment of the Sundarbans and the 

lives and livelihoods of its residents, highlighting a dynamic that is both symbiotic and 

fraught with tension. This image underscores the necessity of acknowledging the 

interconnection between humanity and the environment, advocating for sustainable 

cohabitation (Kaur, 2007). 

 Environmental Crisis and Climate Change: Gun Island exemplifies Ghosh's prescience in addressing 

environmental challenges, particularly those associated with climate change. In his analysis of the 

industrial, scientific, and technological era of capitalism and globalisation, Amitav Ghosh shows how 

the path of progress is characterised by increased urbanisation and industry. Under the preserving 

atmosphere of "civilisation," the planetary system—which is held up by air, water, and land—is 

disintegrating. By apocalyptic criteria, the loss of ecosystems poses a threat not only to extant species 

but also to future generations. In order to depict ecological ruin, Gun Island uses myth, culture, history, 

and fiction in addition to the dilemma of environmental deterioration. Gun Island provides a view of 

how climate change is a result of the environmental catastrophe and how the issue of animal and human 

displacement has been brought on by global warming. Amitav Ghosh believed that the planet's survival 

of all its forms when the humans bear the responsibility to provide required protection and requisite 

care to the natural development. Human migration is one of the aspects of contemporary times; it refers 

to the people journeying across their country or international borders, arising from ecological and 

economic factors. In the globalised anthropogenic climate change triggers illegal migration in the search 

of opportunity and employment, as well as human trafficking in the era of contemporary capitalist 

globalisation. 

⮚  The emphasis of the novel on climate-induced migration and environmental 

deterioration underscores the tangible implications of human activities in the real 

world. The narrative presented by Ghosh effectively renders the phenomenon of 

climate change tangible, prompting readers to critically assess their own environmental 

impact. The ecological disasters depicted in his novels serve as a critical narrative 
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element, underscoring the imperative to address climate change through both policy 

initiatives and lifestyle adjustments.  

Colonialism and Environmental Degradation: In the narrative of The Glass Palace, Ghosh establishes a 

connection between colonial exploitation and the resultant environmental deterioration. The ambitious 

and costly project Glass Palace chronicles the rise and the Empire British collapses in Southeast Asia 

by fusing private and public events. The process of consistency—"an imagined community in the name 

of a nation"—is illuminated by Glass Palace. It demonstrates how the idea of "nation" constructs 

barriers in people's minds, which is why one nation views itself as superior to another why international 

competition survives under the guise of globalisation. Glass Palace tells the tale of three generations of 

family. This story takes place during India's chaotic historical time in Malaya, Burma, and India. Two 

significant changes in imperial history are represented by Glass Palace. British victory on Mandalay in 

1886, which leads the consolidation of British rule and exile of Burmese royal family; in 1947 Japanese 

invasion on Burma and Malaya, which gave rise to Indian migrant of a mass unprotected. It deals 

literally with the sense of dislocation and sense of place, including the characters like Uma, Dolly, 

Rajkumar, and Saya John along with the royal captives like King Thebaw, Queen Supayalat, and their 

daughters, and unites them in colonial displacement. From the northern Himalayas to the southern 

plateaus, India is home to a wide variety of habitats, including the arid Thar Desert in the west and the 

vibrant Sunderbans in the east. Ghosh deals with problems and with the human issues that are of interest 

to all humanity, depicting the struggles, Diasporas, and anxieties as a novelist. 

 The pursuit of profit through colonialism often resulted in the reckless exploitation of natural resources, 

which in turn induced enduring ecological damage (Glotfelty, 1996). The examination of land and 

resource disputes within postcolonial cultures serves to illustrate the enduring impact of colonial 

legacies. Ghosh emphasizes the imperative for postcolonial discourse to engage with environmental 

concerns, recognizing the enduring impacts of colonialism on both human and natural systems.  

In the work "The Shadow Lines," Ghosh explores the intricate relationship between land, identity, and 

displacement, highlighting the influence of environmental and geopolitical forces on the formation of 

personal and community identities. Through the identity problem of the character Tridib, who is killed 

by the street crowd in Dhaka in 1964 at the end of the novel "The Shadow Lines," Amitav Ghosh tries 

to assess and critique the mood of the book melancholy. Through cultural integrity and political change 

imposed by the colonisers' autonomy, Ghosh has examined and interlaced the effects of colonialism on 

the culture and society of two major cities in surrounding states, namely Dhaka and Calcutta. In order 

to convince her uncle, Jethamoshai, to return to Calcutta, the Tha'mma character travels to Dhaka. 

"Going away" and "coming home" are the two sections that make up this book. The issues and 

repercussions of a decolonised country are addressed in the Shadow Lines, including Identity crisis, 

resistance; repression, exploitation, and gender are among the issues and repercussions of a decolonised 

country that are addressed in the Shadow Lines. The connection between cultural and personal identity, 

including hybridity and double consciousness, is depicted and included in the work. Primarily 

autobiographical, the novel takes place in the midst of social unrest and violence during World War II 

and the East Pakistani civil war, which led to Bangladesh's independence. The relationship between 

how people attain their goals is the main theme of this book by Ghosh, in which the narrator recalls 

incidents and events from his early years and contrasts them with other people's perspectives to 

construct a complete narrative picture. 

⮚ The novels illustrate the impact of both physical and metaphorical boundaries on individuals' 

connections to their land, resulting in processes of relocation and estrangement. Global challenges 
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such as environmental deterioration and climate change compel tribes to relocate, thereby altering 

their identities (Biswas, 2022). Ghosh's investigation posits that an understanding of contemporary 

identity necessitates an examination of the environmental factors that exert influence. Ghosh's oeuvre 

interrogates prevailing literary narratives through a pronounced focus on ecological concerns, thereby 

contributing to the expansion of ecocriticism. The proposed approach encourages literary scholars to 

recognize the environment as an active participant in the construction of narrative and significance. 

This shift in perspective has the potential to enhance the depth of literary analysis and afford ecological 

and environmental subjects the critical scrutiny they warrant. Ghosh's incorporation of global 

environmental issues illustrates the capacity of literature to influence public discourse and promote 

engagement with environmental matters.  The ecocritical perspectives articulated by Ghosh 

encompass not only literary analysis but also extend into the realm of socio-political discourse. The 

novels authored by him provide a critique of the prioritization of global economic expansion over the 

principles of environmental sustainability (Parui, 2022). Ghosh advocates for both local and global 

policy reform by emphasizing the fragility of the environment and the severe consequences resulting 

from human exploitation. The author's work advocates for the adoption of a development strategy that 

prioritizes sustainability and equity, thereby enriching the discourse surrounding environmental 

justice.  

FINDINGS OF THE RESEARCH  

The narratives presented by Ghosh consistently underscore the complex interplay between natural 

ecosystems and human cultures. The intricate relationship between the fragile ecosystem of the 

Sundarbans and the livelihoods of its inhabitants is exemplified in The Hungry Tide. The novels 

illustrate the potential disruption of equilibrium caused by human activity, which can lead to adverse 

consequences for both the environment and society. The selected works consistently address the theme 

of environmental destruction, frequently linking it to the dynamics of colonial exploitation. The Glass 

Palace illustrates the detrimental impact of colonial powers on the environment over time, characterized 

by the exploitation of natural resources alongside the subjugation of populations (Pradhan, 2024). 

Ghosh provides a critical analysis of the colonial legacies that have intensified the ecological challenges 

faced by post-colonial nations. Ghosh conducts an analysis of the contemporary issue of climate change 

as depicted in Gun Island, with a particular focus on the underlying factors that influence migration 

patterns. The novel presents a global perspective on environmental change, illustrating how 

displacement resulting from climate change has become an increasingly prevalent phenomenon that 

connects diverse populations and locations (Ray, 2023). This topic underscores the global nature of 

ecological issues and the collective responsibility to address them. Ghosh skilfully integrates mythical 

elements into his narratives, thereby augmenting the environmental consciousness of both his characters 

and the audience. Gun Island employs mythological frameworks to establish connections between 

historical environmental events and contemporary ecological challenges, suggesting that traditional 

knowledge may offer insights into present-day environmental concerns. The novels regularly examine 

the idea that a person's identity and sense of belonging in a certain place are greatly influenced by their 

location. The Shadow Lines illustrates boundaries and community dislocation through both literal and 

symbolic disruptions of the natural order. Ghosh underscores the importance of geographical context in 

shaping human identity through his analysis of land and identity, highlighting the psychological and 

ecological ramifications of displacement (Poray-Wybranowska, 2021). Through the representation of 

non-human phenomena such as rivers, trees, and animals as integral elements of the narrative, Ghosh 

challenges anthropocentric perspectives. His writings encourage readers to adopt a holistic perspective 
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regarding the environment, emphasizing the intrinsic value and agency of the natural world alongside 

its utility for human beings in this world.  

CONCLUSION 

The current analysis of environmental and ecocritical viewpoints in a few of Amitav Ghosh's novels—

The Shadow Lines, The Glass Palace, The Hungry Tide, and Gun Island—shows that ecological issues 

constitute a major and cohesive theme in Ghosh's literary imagination. These novels emphasize the 

environment as an active, shaping force that affects political systems, cultural memory, and human 

existence rather than viewing nature as a passive backdrop to human history. The analysis shows that 

Ghosh's fiction provides a persistent critique of anthropocentric thinking and contemporary ideas of 

unbridled growth through this ecocritical lens. 

This analysis explores the ecocritical dimensions present in the works of Amitav Ghosh, highlighting 

the intricate connections between environmental issues and broader socio-political themes within his 

narratives. The study conducted by Ghosh emphasizes the intricate interdependence between human 

populations and their environmental contexts. It elucidates the connections among colonialism, 

displacement, and identity, demonstrating their significant relationship with ecological catastrophes. 

The Hungry Tide highlights the intricate interdependence between human societies and the natural 

environment, while also emphasizing the susceptibility of ecosystems to various pressures. Gun Island 

examines contemporary challenges associated with climate change and its implications for migration 

patterns. The historical exploitation of the environment and its lasting effects on boundaries and identity 

are examined in both The Glass Palace and The Shadow Lines. The collective examination of these 

components yields a profound comprehension of the ethical and ecological ramifications associated 

with human actions.  
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