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Abstract 

Objective: To assess the relation between the child labour and parental education. To prove that it is also important to educate the parents. To find 

the root cause of children working child labour. Research questions: How parental education can help in reducing the child labour cases? What are 

the root causes of lack of education?  Research type: Doctrinal. 
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1. Introduction 

Undoubtedly India has made a great progress and it is one of the fastest growing economies in the world. However, studies show a different side to 

this progress in the last five decades. It shows that the share of wealth in the top 1% and the top 10% in the economy has increased since 1961, and 

it certainly looks like a brighter side. However, the average share of wealth in the bottom 50% has decreased. The world inequality database shows 

that the average economy share of top 1% in 1961 was 11.87%, which went up to 31.55% by 2020. For top 10% it was 43.18% till 1961, which went 

up to 63.68% by 2020. But the story is not the same for every group in the society. The Average share of wealth in the bottom 50% was 12.29% till 

the year 1961, and in 2020 it went down to 6.12%1. 

In developed countries some people still have the mind-set that child labour used to happen in past during Industrial revolution. However, the ILO’s 

study shows a completely different picture to the world2.  It is mainly because of the economic compulsion by parents due to which child labour 

takes place in the society3. A study conducted on 565 respondents (children) showed that they had to work 15 to 18 hours a day for generated income 

for their family. Even after investing so many hours on daily bases, 815 respondents were getting paid only Rs. 50/- per month. On the other hand, 

there were 35 respondents, who received Rs 100 per month4. 

As per the International Labour Organisation (ILO), child labour is defined as his work that effects the childhood of a child, including their potential 

and dignity. Something that affects them mentally, physically, socially, and even their dignity. ILO has also mentioned that child labour is a work 

that interferes with the schooling of the child, and deprives them from the chance to attend the school5.  

There are number of factors due to which child labour still exists. As per International Labour Organisation, there are total 152 million children who 

are involved in the child labour. The Census of India – 2011, revealed that in total there are total 10.1 million children are working, who are between 

the age of 5-14 years. As per some studies there are two major reasons behind the child labour. One is lack of education and the other is poverty6. By 

several studies poverty is considered as the root cause behind the child labour7.  However, there are also several other determinants of child labour 

as per a study, such as, poverty, the socialisation of children, lack of proper system, livelihood of the family, and several others. Most of the 

participants in this research mentioned culture as the main reason behind the child labour8. However, research has shown that parental education 

plays an important role in reducing the child labour cases. This is where it becomes necessary to explore this factor.  

2. Objectives 

 To assess the relation between the child labour and parental education.  

 To find the root cause of children working child labour. 

 To prove that it is also important to educate Adults.  

3. Research Methodology  
For this research doctrinal legal research was conducted. Only those studies were considered which were written in English Language.  

4. Legal Provisions in India to Protect Children:  

The Constitution of India has addressed the issue of child labour in number of articles. Part – 3 of the Constitution provides Fundamental Right to 

every citizen of India, which includes, protection of life and personal liberty (Article -21), Right to Education (Article – 21A), Prohibition from 

forced labour (Article – 23) and Prohibition of employment of children in factories (Article – 24). On the other hand, there are number of acts based 

on the provisions of constitution like, the child labour and Adolescent Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986, the Juvenile Justice (Care and 

Protection of Children) Act 2015, The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009, The Commissions for Protection of Child 

Rights Act, 2005, The Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1986 and many others. However, still child labour persists in India.  

5. Literature Review 

Child Labour is persisting in India and around the world from a long time. It is clear that education plays an important role in reducing the child 

labour cases. However, studies have also shown that parental education in decreasing the tendency of child labour cases. On the hand, it is also seen 

that Mother’s education plays a more important role in reducing child labour cases9. A study in Bangladesh has shown parental education plays a 

vital role in reducing the child labour and improving the children’s education10.  

Study shows that three factors effect child’s future job, those are child’s inherent ability, education of parents, and parents attitude towards 

education11. Further another research paper shows an eye opening data. That parents who have themselves experienced child labour, have 10% more 

chances to send their children to work12. Some studies from Bangladesh shows the evidence that parental education increasing the chances of a child 
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to specialise in study13. There is no doubt that even the socio-economic conditions of parents have a relationship with child labour14. But lack of 

parental education is something that can still not be ignored.  

A study was conducted in Pakistan and Nicaragua regarding child labour by using the national household data. Several factors were identified, due 

to which a child falls behind in school, and pushed into child labour. These factors were structure of the family, economic condition, parental 

education and several others15. In many cases it has been seen children participate in childlabour with the support of their parents16. Study shows that 

poverty and education are the two factors which are contributing in the child labour cases. Education is going to help the parents understand the 

negative consequences of the child labour. Education can even help to end the cycle of poverty in the family, by providing the necessary skills and 

knowledge17. However, on the other hand studies have shown that even mass media can play an important role in  educating the parents who 

are not educated enough to know the consequences of child labour18.  

6. Main Factors behind Child Labour 

There are number of factors that are behind child labour cases. It is necessary to understand all these factors, so that we can work on the root cause 

of child labour cases.  

6.1 Poverty  

Poverty is considered as the root cause of child labour by several studies. Due to this reason parents don’t have any other choice, then to send their 

children for labour. As per the study it has been seen that 82% of child labour is done because of poverty, 5% due to own interest, and only 13% is 

forced. That means if only poverty is going to be reduced, than a huge number of child labour cases are going to drop down19.  

A research conducted in Bangladesh showed the evidence, that poverty plays a role in deciding whether a child will work or not. For these families 

keeping a child away from labour is certainly a luxury they cannot afford even if they want to20. The conditions in which these children work is also 

not suitable for them. This is because they work for 10-12 hours a day in many cases, and poverty is considered as the main cause of this struggle21.   

6.2 Lack of Education or Illiteracy  

As per ILO, Child labour includes that child who is frequently deprived of the education they deserve. On the other hand, as per the Homer Folks, 

the chairman of the US National Child Labour Committee, child labours are those who do not get the minimum desirable education they deserve22.  

Research has also shown that child labour has negative effect on the education of a child. That means even if a child wants to move towards education, 

then child labour might act as a barrier23.  

6.3 Cultural and Social Norms  

Research has shown that social norms play an important role in the decision making of the individual. It shows that the decision that parents are 

going to send the child for labour, depends a lot on the social norm24. One of the research even showed that there are number of norms that leads to 

child labour practices in the family. Some of those norms are gender norms, and norms on succession25. A research conducted in India in the year 

2022, showed that social norms play a big role. It shows that there are different social norms in India that play a role. It acted as an evidence that 

there are different types of social norms existing in India.  

A 2016 research shows that there are multiple sources of child labour in India. Some of them are social norms, the economic structure, and no return 

to rural basic education26. Number of studies shows that social norms have an impact on the economic decisions. Social norms create two effects, 

one is the acceptance of a certain type of activity or behaviours. Second is the gender inequality in decisions that are made related to work, and 

school27. 

6.4 Cheap Labour  

In several cases it has been seen that child labour is a result of cheap labour. It is nothing but a branch of slavery that ruins the future of children. 

Generally it is mentioned that cheap labour leads to child labour, or poverty leads to child labour. However, if we go back in the history, then it is 

clear that capitalism has played a big role behind the demand of cheap labour. It is due to this demand of the cheap labour there has been a rise in the 

demand of child labour28. As per the history it has also been seen that during the British Empire the children between the age of 5 and 13 were 

targeted for the purpose of slavery29.  

7. How education plays a role?  

Education certainly plays an important role in the life of a child. It has been seen that early education has a positive impact on the cognitive ability 

of the child30. Research has shown that education gives way to a much better lifestyle, and also to a good health. It has been seen that individuals 

whore healthier, invest more in education, and are much better learners of new skills31. Several other studies have also shown that education has a 

positive effect on the health32.  
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It has been seen that lack of education and poverty goes parallel to each other. In the complex industrial society we live in, it is necessary to have a 

certain educational qualification, because that is going to determine the income level, and occupation of an individual33.  

In 2014, an article was published in the New York Times, it showed that American workers who have a college degree are getting paid 74 per cent 

more than those who only have high school degree34. Studies have shown that the income of a household increases with the increase in the education 

of an individual. That means with the level of education even the level of earning increases. Further research has shown that the literacy is having a 

positive impact on the household income of a family. Data shows that the annual return on the education is 11.5 percent. Research conducted in 

Africa clearly shows that at all the levels of education there is an income gap between the urban and rural household. Also, in the rural areas, the 

school education provides a return as there is an add on of partial secondary income35.  

A research conducted in Uganda between 1992 and 1999, among different age group shows a remarkable data that proves the positive effect on 

education on the income of families. The individual with the primary education (except for the people 40 years or more) get a positive return. At the 

same time, those with the secondary education have an even higher return. Research further shows that the education also creates an impact on the 

employment. Based on international evidence it shows that education provides not only employment, but also better income. In Tanzania, a research 

showed that urban men with the highest level of education have 26 per cent more chances of getting employed, then those men who are not educated36.  

Number of research has proven that better education provides better earning, and lesser chances of unemployment. At the same time, they also 

become a part of more prestigious occupations, then compared to those who have lesser education. This research provides the proof that education 

plays a huge role in providing more employment opportunities, and more financial security37.  

8. Effect of Parental Education on Child Labour Cases 
Research has shown that the parental education in India does play a big role in reducing the child labour cases. Due to this it creates a link between 

the family and its income38. If we make the comparison of the research conducted on the same subject in Pakistan, then the data of Pakistan Social 

and Living Standards Measurement 2019-2020, shows that parental education reduces the child labour cases39.  

A research conducted by Understanding Children’s Work Programme in the year 2017, showed that parental education has a huge role to play in the 

reducing the child labour cases. Study in this research showed that with the rise of each level in the parental education, the chances of a child to go 

to work decreased, and the probability of higher school attendance increased. This clearly proves that education of parent creates a positive 

intergenerational impact, that stops the child labour from getting transferred in the next generation40.  

A paper published by World Vision in the year 2016, assessed number of factors that are responsible for the child labour. One of the main factors 

behind was the low parental education that lead a child to work. It even sheds light on the fact that low parental income also leads to the child 

labour41.  

8.1 Impact of Mother’s Education on Child Labour Cases 

While focusing on the parental education it is also necessary to know the impact of mother’s education on child labour cases. Research has shown 

that mother’s education reduces the probability of a child going for work. On the other hand mother’s participation in work in creases the chances of 

a child working outside the home42. A study conducted in Pakistan shows that parental education has a positive effect on a child’s education, however, 

it is scene that mother’s education has a more positive relation with the schooling of a child, and negative relation with the child labour. It was also 

observed that with the increase in the size of the household, the chances of a child going to the school decreases, and the probability of labour 

increases43.  

9. Countries with Free Education System for Adults 

There is no doubt that free education is a part of right to life, because it helps an individual, and his family to fulfil the basic human rights. There are 

number of countries which provide free education even for the adults. Some of them are Norway, Sweden, and Turkey. These countries offer either 

tuition free education or low cost tuition rates44.  

10. Conclusion 

It is great to have Article 21a in the Constitution of India that provides the fundamental right of free education to the children between the ages of 

six to fourteen years. However, free educational rights even for adults must be provided in the fundamental rights. So, that even parents from 

financially weaker household can get the education that will help in reducing the number of child labour cases. Free education is a part of Article 21, 

that means free education comes under right to life, and due to this reason age limit cannot be set on this fundamental right.  
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