
MSW MANAGEMENT -Multidisciplinary, Scientific Work and Management Journal 

ISSN: 1053-7899 

Vol. 36 Issue 1, 2026, Pages: 5374-5378 

5374 
https://mswmanagementj.com/ 

 

 

Exploring the Nature of Worldly Attachment in Buddhism 
 

 Miss Manju Hrangkhawl 

Ph.D Research Scholar, Department of Philosophy 

Faculty of Liberal Arts, ICFAI University, Tripura 

Email ID: manjuhrangkhawl@gmail.com 

Dr. Pranay Deb 

Assistant Professor (Philosophy) Faculty of Liberal Arts 

ICFAI University, Tripura, Email ID: pranaydeb@iutripura.edu.in  

Dr. Maharani Hrangkhawl 

Assistant Professor, Department of Hindi 

Government Degree College, Khumulwng, Tripura West 

Email ID: maharanihrangkhawl@gmail.com 

Mr. Pradip Debbarma 

Assistant Professor, Department of History 

Government Degree College, Khumulwng, Tripura West 

Email ID: Pradip.debbarma10@gmail.com 

Abstract:Worldly desire is a central idea in Buddhist philosophy and a primary cause of human suffering. Rooted in tanhā (craving), it 

arises from ignorance of reality. People form strong emotional bonds with possessions, relationships, desires, and identity, assuming they are 

permanent and satisfying. However, Buddhism teaches transience, selflessness (anatta), and dissatisfaction, revealing the unstable nature of 

all things.This study examines attachment through the Four Noble Truths, emphasizing its role in suffering. It also explains dependent 

origination, where ignorance leads to craving, clinging, and the cycle of samsara. Buddhism distinguishes harmful attachment from healthy 

aspiration, promoting non-attachment rather than rejection of desire. Practical methods like the Eightfold Path, mindfulness, and vipassana 

meditation help individuals understand reality and gradually let go of attachment. Ultimately, ending attachment leads to nirvana, a state of 

peace and liberation, highlighting non-attachment as a path to wisdom and well-being. 
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1. Introduction: Buddhism, among the most ancient philosophical traditions, provides deep perspectives on human existence, the nature of 

distress, and the path to liberation. At the core of its teachings lies the concept of worldly attachment, which is regarded as a primary cause of 

human suffering. In everyday life, individuals develop attachments to material possessions, relationships, desires, and personal identity, 

believing these to be sources of lasting happiness. However, Buddhist philosophy teaches that such attachments are ultimately unstable and 

lead to dissatisfaction and distress (Rahula, 1974). 

The concept of attachment is closely associated with tanhā (craving), which arises from ignorance (avijjā) of the true nature of reality. 

According to Buddhism, human beings mistakenly perceive the world as permanent and controllable. This misconception is challenged by the 

doctrine of the three marks of existence: impermanence (anicca), non-self (anatta), and suffering (dukkha). These principles emphasize that 

all conditioned phenomena are transient, lack a fixed essence, and are inherently unsatisfactory, thereby making attachment a source of 

suffering (Harvey, 2013).The importance of worldly attachment is clearly outlined in the Four Noble Truths, which form the foundation of 

Buddhist teaching. The second Noble Truth identifies craving as the origin of suffering, while the third highlights the cessation of suffering 

through the abandonment of attachment. Furthermore, the doctrine of dependent origination explains how ignorance leads to craving, clinging, 

and the continuation of the cycle of birth and rebirth (samsara) (Gethin, 1998). 

Importantly, Buddhism does not advocate total renunciation of life but promotes the practice of non-attachment. Through the Eightfold Path, 

along with mindfulness and meditation practices such as vipassana, individuals can cultivate insight and gradually overcome attachment. This 

process ultimately leads to nirvana, a state of liberation and lasting peace (Rahula, 1974). 

2. Objectives 

1. To examine the concept of worldly attachment (tanhā) in Buddhist philosophy.  

2. To analyze the relationship between attachment and suffering (dukkha) as explained in the Four Noble Truths.  

3. To explore the role of key Buddhist doctrines such as impermanence (anicca), non-self (anatta), and dependent origination in understanding 

attachment.  

4. To evaluate the methods proposed in Buddhism, including the Eightfold Path and meditation practices, for overcoming worldly attachment.  

3. Research Questions: What is the nature and meaning of worldly attachment in Buddhism?  

1. How does attachment contribute to human suffering according to Buddhist teachings?  

2. In what ways do the concepts of anicca, anatta, and dependent origination explain attachment?  

3. How can Buddhist practices such as mindfulness and meditation help in overcoming attachment?  

4. Methodology: This study adopts a qualitative and analytical approach based on secondary sources. It involves textual and philosophical 

analysis of Buddhist scriptures such as the Dhammapada and Sutta Pitaka, along with scholarly works by Rahula, Harvey, and Gethin. A 

descriptive and interpretative method is used to examine key doctrines like the Four Noble Truths, dependent origination, and the Three Marks 

of Existence. The research relies on library study, critical analysis, and synthesis of ideas to understand worldly attachment and its role in 

attaining nirvana. 

5. Interpretation and analysis: 

5.1. Worldly Attachment (Tanhā) as the Root Cause of Suffering in Buddhism: Worldly attachment (tanhā) is identified in Buddhist 

philosophy as a fundamental psychological force that binds individuals to suffering by fostering dependence on impermanent phenomena. It 

refers to the deep-seated craving for sensory pleasures, material possessions, relationships, and even ideas or identities. According to Buddhist 

teachings, this craving is not merely a desire but an intense form of clinging that compels individuals to seek satisfaction in things that are inherently 

unstable and transient. As a result, when these objects of attachment inevitably change or disappear, individuals experience dissatisfaction, frustration, and 

suffering (dukkha) (Rahula, 1974).This attachment operates at both conscious and unconscious levels, shaping human behavior and emotional responses. People 
often develop a sense of ownership and identity around what they desire, reinforcing the illusion of permanence and control. However, Buddhism emphasizes 

that all conditioned phenomena are subject to impermanence (anicca), meaning they cannot provide lasting fulfillment. Thus, dependence on such phenomena 

creates a cycle of longing and disappointment, where temporary pleasure is followed by inevitable loss or change (Harvey, 2013).Furthermore, tanhā is closely 

linked with ignorance (avijjā), which prevents individuals from recognizing the true nature of reality. This ignorance sustains the cycle of craving and 

attachment, keeping individuals trapped in the continuous cycle of birth and rebirth (samsara) (Gethin, 1998). Therefore, worldly attachment 

is not only a psychological tendency but also a central factor in perpetuating suffering. Understanding its nature is essential for breaking this 

cycle and moving toward liberation (nirvana), where freedom from craving leads to lasting peace. 
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5.2. Attachment as a Product of Ignorance (Avijjā) in Buddhism: In Buddhist philosophy, attachment is fundamentally rooted in avijjā, or 

ignorance, which is understood as a misperception of the true nature of reality. This ignorance is not merely a lack of knowledge but a deep-

seated misunderstanding that causes individuals to see the world as permanent, stable, and capable of providing lasting satisfaction. As a result, 

people develop attachments to objects, relationships, emotions, and even their own identities, believing them to be enduring and reliable sources 

of happiness. However, according to Buddhist teachings, this perception is inherently flawed and leads directly to suffering (dukkha) (Rahula, 

1974).The teaching of the Three Characteristics of Existence—transience (anicca), selflessness (anatta), and dissatisfaction (dukkha)—directly 

challenges this ignorance. All conditioned phenomena are in a constant state of change, lacking any permanent essence. Yet, due to avijjā, 

individuals fail to recognize this impermanence and instead cling to things as if they were stable and lasting. This misinterpretation gives rise 

to tanhā (craving), which further develops into attachment and clinging (upādāna). For instance, a person may become attached to wealth, 

status, or relationships, assuming they will bring long-term fulfillment, only to experience disappointment when these inevitably change or 

fade (Harvey, 2013).Furthermore, ignorance plays a central role in the process of dependent origination (pratītyasamutpāda), which explains 

the cyclical nature of existence. According to this doctrine, ignorance conditions mental formations, which in turn lead to consciousness, and 

eventually to craving, clinging, and becoming. This chain of causation demonstrates how avijjāacts as the starting point that perpetuates the 

continuous process of birth, death, and renewal. Without ignorance, the chain would be broken, and attachment would not arise (Gethin, 1998). 

At a psychological level, ignorance reinforces the illusion of a permanent self, leading individuals to identify strongly with their thoughts, 

feelings, and experiences. This sense of “I” and “mine” intensifies attachment, as people strive to protect and preserve what they consider part of their 

identity. Consequently, any threat to these attachments results in fear, anxiety, and suffering. Thus, ignorance not only distorts perception but also strengthens 
emotional dependency on impermanent phenomena.Buddhism offers a path to overcome this ignorance through wisdom (paññā), cultivated by practices such 

as mindfulness and meditation. Insight meditation (vipassana) enables individuals to directly observe the changing nature of reality, gradually dissolving the 

illusion of permanence and self. As ignorance diminishes, attachment weakens, leading to greater clarity, detachment, and inner peace. Attachment arises 
primarily from ignorance, which causes individuals to misinterpret the nature of existence. By recognizing and overcoming avijjā, one can break the cycle of 

craving and attachment, ultimately progressing toward liberation (nirvana), a state free from suffering and delusion. 

 Chart Showingattachment as a Product of Ignorance (Avijjā) in Buddhism 

 
5.3. The Three Marks of Existence and the Inevitability of Dissatisfaction: In Buddhist philosophy, the Three Characteristics of 

Existence—anicca (transience), anatta (selflessness), and dukkha (unsatisfactoriness)—provide a fundamental framework for understanding 

why worldly attachment inevitably leads to dissatisfaction. These three characteristics are inherent in all conditioned phenomena, and failure 

to recognize them results in continued attachment and suffering (Harvey, 2013). 

The principle of anicca, or impermanence, asserts that everything in existence is constantly changing. No object, experience, or relationship 

remains the same over time. However, individuals tend to ignore this reality and become attached to things as if they were permanent. When 

these objects inevitably change, decay, or disappear, the attachment results in disappointment and emotional pain. Thus, attachment to 

impermanent phenomena is inherently unstable and unreliable (Rahula, 1974).The second mark, anatta or non-self, challenges the belief in a 

fixed, independent self. Buddhism teaches that what we consider the “self” is actually a collection of changing physical and mental components. 

Despite this, individuals develop strong attachments to their identity, ego, and sense of ownership. This false notion of self leads to clinging to 

the idea of “I” and “mine,” reinforcing attachment and increasing vulnerability to suffering when these constructs are threatened (Gethin, 1998). 

The third mark, dukkha, refers to the inherent unsatisfactoriness of life. Even pleasurable experiences are ultimately unsatisfactory because 

they are temporary and cannot provide lasting fulfillment. Attachment intensifies this dissatisfaction, as individuals continuously seek to hold 

on to fleeting pleasures or avoid inevitable changes. This creates a cycle of desire, frustration, and suffering. 

Together, these three marks demonstrate that attachment is based on a misunderstanding of reality. By recognizing impermanence, non-self, 

and the nature of suffering, individuals can reduce attachment and move toward a state of non-attachment. This insight ultimately leads to 

liberation (nirvana), where one is free from dissatisfaction and attains lasting peace. 

5.4. The Concept of Dukkha and Subtle Dissatisfaction in Attachment: In Buddhist philosophy, the concept of dukkha extends beyond 

obvious forms of suffering to include subtle and pervasive dissatisfaction inherent in all conditioned experiences. It highlights that attachment does not only 

result in pain during loss or failure but also operates within pleasurable experiences, making them ultimately unsatisfactory. This broader understanding of 

suffering reveals that even moments of happiness are marked by instability and incompleteness (Rahula, 1974). 

Attachment plays a central role in this process. When individuals experience pleasure—such as enjoyment from relationships, success, or 

sensory gratification—they tend to cling to these experiences, desiring their continuation. However, because all phenomena are impermanent (anicca), 

such pleasures are temporary and subject to change. The awareness, whether conscious or unconscious, that these experiences will not last creates an underlying 

sense of insecurity and unease. Thus, even while enjoying pleasure, individuals are often accompanied by fear of loss or the desire for more, which prevents true 

contentment (Harvey, 2013).Moreover, attachment leads to a cycle of craving and dissatisfaction. Once a pleasurable experience fades, it often gives rise to 
further craving, as individuals seek to recreate or intensify the same feeling. This continuous pursuit results in restlessness rather than fulfillment. In this way, 

dukkha manifests not only as overt suffering but also as a subtle dissatisfaction embedded within all experiences conditioned by attachment.Buddhism teaches 

that recognizing this deeper dimension of dukkha is essential for spiritual growth. Through mindfulness and insight, individuals can observe the transient 

nature of pleasure and the role of attachment in generating dissatisfaction. This understanding gradually weakens the tendency to cling, allowing one to experience 
life with greater balance and equanimity.Ultimately, the concept of dukkha reveals that true happiness cannot be found in temporary, conditioned experiences. 

By letting go of attachment, individuals can move toward liberation (nirvana), a state beyond both pleasure and pain, characterized by lasting peace 

and freedom from dissatisfaction (Gethin, 1998). 
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5.5. The Four Noble Truths and the Role of Attachment in Suffering: The Four Noble Truths constitute the foundation of Buddhist 

philosophy, offering a systematic and practical explanation regarding the nature of human distress and the way to bring it to an end. Central to 

this framework is the concept of attachment (tanhā), which is identified as the root cause of suffering, while its elimination leads to liberation 

(nirvana). These truths not only diagnose the human condition but also provide a clear solution for overcoming suffering (Rahula, 1974). 

The First Noble Truth, dukkha, asserts that life is fundamentally marked by distress, discontent, and transience. This distress is not confined to physical 

pain but also encompasses emotional life is inherently characterized by suffering, dissatisfaction, and impermanence. This suffering is not limited to physical 

pain but includes emotional distress, anxiety, and the subtle sense of incompleteness present even in pleasurable experiences. For example, a person may feel 
happy after achieving success in their career or acquiring wealth. However, this happiness is often accompanied by fear of losing status, pressure to maintain 

success, or the desire for more. Thus, even positive experiences are marked by instability and cannot provide lasting fulfillment.The Second Noble Truth, 

samudaya, explains that the source of distress lies in craving or desire (tanhā).This craving manifests in various forms, such as desire for sensory pleasures, 
attachment to relationships, and clinging to personal identity or beliefs. People tend to believe that these attachments will bring permanent happiness. For 

instance, an individual may become deeply attached to a romantic relationship, expecting it to provide complete emotional satisfaction. However, when conflicts 

arise, or the relationship changes or ends, the person experiences pain, disappointment, and emotional distress. This demonstrates how attachment transforms 
temporary conditions into sources of suffering (Harvey, 2013). The Third Noble Truth, nirodha, presents the possibility that distress can end by removing desire. 

When craving is abandoned, individuals are no longer bound by the constant cycle of desire and dissatisfaction. For example, if a person learns to appreciate 
relationships without clinging or unrealistic expectations, they can experience love and connection without intense suffering when changes occur. This state of 

non-attachment leads to inner peace and emotional stability, ultimately culminating in nirvana, the complete freedom from suffering and rebirth. The Fourth 

Noble Truth, magga, describes the way that leads to the end of distress, known as the Eightfold Path. This path involves right view, intention, speech, action, 
livelihood, effort, awareness, and concentration. Through these disciplines, individuals cultivate ethical behavior, mental discipline, and wisdom. For example, 

mindfulness helps a person become aware of their desires and attachments in the present moment, allowing them to observe these feelings without reacting 

impulsively. Similarly, meditation practices such as vipassana enable individuals to gain insight into the impermanent nature of all experiences, gradually 

weakening attachment. 

Together, the Four Noble Truths provide a comprehensive and structured approach to understanding the role of attachment in human suffering. 

They show that suffering is not random but arises from specific causes, particularly craving and ignorance. More importantly, they emphasize 

that liberation is achievable through conscious effort and practice. 

 The Four Noble Truths reveal that attachment is the central cause of suffering, while its cessation leads to true freedom and peace. By 

understanding and applying these teachings in everyday life, individuals can transform their relationship with the world, moving from 

dependence and dissatisfaction to wisdom, balance, and lasting well-being (Gethin, 1998). 

 Chart showing a visual overview of the Four Noble Truths 

 
The image provides a straightforward and easy-to-understand summary of the Four Noble Truths, which are central to Buddhist philosophy. It 

outlines a logical progression beginning with dukkha, the truth that life involves suffering and dissatisfaction. It then moves to samudaya, 

which explains that the origin of this suffering lies in craving or attachment (tanhā). The third truth, nirodha, introduces the idea that suffering can be ended 

by eliminating attachment, offering a sense of hope and possibility. Finally, Magga refers to the path that leads to the end of suffering, specifically known as the 
Eightfold Path. Overall, the diagram effectively illustrates a problem–cause–solution–path structure, emphasizing that suffering is not random but arises from 

attachment, and that through disciplined practice, one can achieve inner peace and liberation (nirvana). 
5.6. Dependent Origination and the Causal Chain of Attachment: In Buddhist philosophy, the doctrine of dependent origination 

(pratītyasamutpāda) provides a profound explanation of how attachment arises and sustains the cycle of suffering. It presents existence as a 

chain of interdependent causes and conditions, showing that nothing arises independently. Within this framework, attachment is not an isolated 

phenomenon but part of a continuous causal process that links ignorance (avijjā) to craving (tanhā), clinging (upādāna), and ultimately to 

continued existence in the cycle of birth and rebirth (samsara) (Gethin, 1998). 

The chain begins with ignorance, which refers to a fundamental misunderstanding of reality, particularly the failure to recognize transience 

(anicca), the concept of no enduring self (anatta), and the reality of suffering (dukkha).  Due to this ignorance, individuals develop mental 

formations and perceptions that shape their experiences. These conditioned perceptions give rise to craving, as individuals seek pleasure, avoid 

pain, and attempt to maintain a sense of self. Craving then intensifies into clinging, where individuals become deeply attached to objects, 

relationships, ideas, and identities. This clinging leads to becoming (bhava), a state of continued existence shaped by one’s attachments and 

actions. It further results in birth, aging, and death, thereby perpetuating the cycle of samsara. For example, a person who strongly desires 

social recognition may become attached to their status and identity. This attachment influences their actions and decisions, reinforcing their 

sense of self and continuing the cycle of desire and dissatisfaction when recognition is lost or challenged (Harvey, 2013). 

Dependent origination thus demonstrates that attachment is not accidental but arises from specific causes rooted in ignorance. It also implies 

that by removing ignorance, the entire chain can be broken. When wisdom (paññā) replaces ignorance, craving and clinging no longer arise, 

leading to the end of suffering. Dependent arising, therefore, reveals the interconnected nature of attachment and suffering. By understanding 

this causal chain, individuals can identify the root causes of their attachment and work toward liberation (nirvana), where the cycle of samsara 

is ultimately transcended (Rahula, 1974). 

5.7. The Scope of Attachment Beyond Material Objects:In Buddhist philosophy, attachment (tanhā) is not confined to material possessions 

but extends deeply into the psychological and emotional dimensions of human life. While it is common to associate attachment with wealth, 

property, or physical objects, Buddhism emphasizes that attachment also manifests in more subtle forms, including emotions, ideas, beliefs, 

and personal identity. These non-material attachments are often more deeply rooted and difficult to recognize, yet they play a significant role 

in generating suffering (dukkha) (Harvey, 2013). 

Emotional attachment is one of the most pervasive forms. Individuals often become attached to feelings such as happiness, love, pride, or even 

sorrow, seeking to prolong pleasant emotions and avoid unpleasant ones. For example, a person may cling to past joyful experiences or 

relationships, constantly longing to recreate them. When these emotions inevitably change or fade, it results in dissatisfaction and emotional 

distress. Similarly, attachment to negative emotions, such as resentment or anger, can perpetuate suffering by trapping individuals in cycles of 
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negativity. Attachment also extends to ideas and beliefs. People tend to strongly identify with their opinions, values, or worldviews, considering 

them as absolute truths. This intellectual attachment can lead to conflict, intolerance, and rigidity, as individuals resist perspectives that 

challenge their beliefs. For instance, disagreements in social, political, or religious contexts often arise because individuals are deeply attached 

to their viewpoints, leading to emotional reactions and suffering when those beliefs are questioned (Gethin, 1998). 

Perhaps the most profound form of attachment is attachment to personal identity or the sense of self. Buddhism teaches that the self is not a 

fixed or permanent entity but a collection of changing physical and mental processes (anatta). However, individuals tend to cling to the idea 

of “I” and “mine,” forming attachments to roles, status, appearance, and personal achievements. For example, a person may strongly identify 

with their profession or social status, experiencing distress when these aspects change or are threatened (Rahula, 1974). 

This व्यापक nature of attachment demonstrates that suffering does not arise solely from external factors but is firmly grounded within the inner 

self मानसिक processes. By recognizing that attachment operates at multiple levels—material, emotional, intellectual, and personal—individuals 

can develop greater awareness of their own मानसिक patterns.Through methods such as mindfulness and meditation, Buddhism encourages 

individuals to observe these attachments without clinging to them. This awareness gradually weakens attachment and fosters a sense of non-

attachment, leading to greater emotional balance and inner peace.So, attachment in Buddhism encompasses far more than material objects, 

extending to emotions, beliefs, and identity. Understanding this broad scope is essential for addressing the root causes of suffering and 

progressing toward liberation (nirvana), where one is free from all forms of attachment. 

5.8. The Illusion of a Permanent Self and Its Role in Strengthening Attachment: Buddhist philosophy teaches that the idea of a fixed, 

independent self is a misconception that fuels attachment. People often define themselves through their body, thoughts, roles, and possessions, 

creating a strong sense of “I” and “mine.” However, the doctrine of non-self (anatta) explains that a person is not a permanent entity, but a 

constantly changing combination of physical and mental processes. Because of this mistaken belief in a stable identity, individuals become 

deeply attached to what they consider part of themselves, such as achievements, relationships, and opinions. When these are challenged or lost, 

it can lead to emotional distress, as the situation feels like a threat to one’s very identity rather than just an external change. 

This attachment to self also sustains continuous craving, as people try to protect and reinforce their sense of identity. In doing so, they remain 

caught in a cycle of dissatisfaction and suffering. The stronger the identification with “self,” the stronger the attachment becomes. 

Through practices like mindfulness and meditation, individuals begin to see that thoughts, emotions, and experiences are always changing and not owned by 

a fixed self. As this understanding deepens, attachment to identity gradually fades, allowing for greater freedom, peace, and a move toward liberation. 
5.9. Distinction Between Harmful Attachment and Wholesome Desire in Buddhism: Buddhist teachings draw a clear line between harmful 

craving (tanhā) and constructive intention (chanda), showing that not every form of desire is negative. While craving is seen as a major source 

of suffering, the tradition does not call for the rejection of all desires, but rather for understanding their nature and impact. 

Craving arises from ignorance and is marked by clinging, dependency, and the pursuit of lasting satisfaction in things that are inherently 

temporary. This often leads to frustration and dissatisfaction when expectations are not met. In contrast, wholesome desire reflects positive 

motivation—such as the wish to learn, grow, or act compassionately—without becoming emotionally dependent on outcomes. 

This distinction highlights that Buddhism encourages purposeful and mindful living rather than passivity. By cultivating awareness through 

practices like mindfulness and meditation, individuals can recognize the difference between unhealthy craving and healthy aspiration. 

In this way, one can gradually let go of harmful attachments while nurturing intentions that support personal development and spiritual progress, 

ultimately moving toward freedom from suffering and lasting inner peace. 

Table 1: Core Differences 
Aspect Harmful Attachment (Tanhā) Wholesome Desire (Chanda) 

Definition Craving rooted in ignorance and clinging Positive intention rooted in wisdom 

Origin Arises from avijjā (ignorance) Arises from understanding and awareness 

Nature Possessive, dependent, and compulsive Balanced, non-clinging, and intentional 

Focus Sensory pleasure, status, identity Growth, learning, compassion, liberation 

Relationship to Self Strengthens ego and “I” identity Reduces ego and supports selflessness 

Outcome Leads to suffering (dukkha) Leads to well-being and progress 

Dependency Creates emotional dependence Free from dependency 

Spiritual Value Obstacle to enlightenment Supports the path to enlightenment 

 Table 2: Behavioral Characteristics 
Dimension Tanhā (Attachment) Chanda (Wholesome Desire) 

Emotional Tone Anxiety, fear, restlessness Calm, clarity, motivation 

Reaction to Loss Distress, frustration, suffering Acceptance, resilience 

Motivation Type Self-centered (ego-driven) Purpose-driven (wisdom-guided) 

Mental State Agitated and dissatisfied शाांत (peaceful) and focused 

Long-term Effect Cycles of craving and dissatisfaction Sustainable growth and balance 

 Table 3: Practical Examples 
Situation Harmful Attachment (Tanhā) Wholesome Desire (Chanda) 

Wealth Obsession with money and status Using wealth responsibly and ethically 

Relationships Clinging, jealousy, fear of loss Loving with care but without dependence 

Learning Studying for ego, comparison Learning for knowledge and self-growth 

Spiritual Practice Desire for recognition as “spiritual” Genuine aspiration for insight and liberation 

5.10. Non-Attachment as Balanced Engagement, Not Indifference 

In Buddhist thought, non-attachment does not mean withdrawing from life or becoming emotionally numb; rather, it reflects a balanced way 

of relating to experiences without clinging to them. It allows individuals to stay fully involved in life while avoiding dependence or 

possessiveness toward people and outcomes.This attitude develops from understanding that everything is temporary and constantly changing. 

With this insight, individuals naturally loosen their grip on things, yet still maintain care, compassion, and meaningful relationships without 

fear of loss or control.Unlike indifference, which involves a lack of concern or empathy, non-attachment supports qualities like kindness and 

compassion by keeping them free from selfish motives. It enables people to care deeply without becoming overwhelmed or attached to specific 

results.Through practices such as mindfulness and meditation, individuals gradually cultivate this state of balance. As a result, they experience 

greater emotional stability, respond more calmly to life’s ups and downs, and move toward a sense of inner peace and freedom. 

 

5.11. The Eightfold Path as a Practical Framework for Reducing Attachment: In Buddhist teachings, the Eightfold Path serves as a 

structured method for freeing oneself from attachment and ending suffering. It brings together insight, ethical behavior, and mental training, 

helping individuals transform their thoughts and actions through steady practice. The element of wisdom—Right Understanding and Right 

Intention—encourages a clear awareness of how craving leads to suffering while promoting intentions rooted in compassion and detachment. Ethical practices 
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such as Right Speech, Right Action, and Right Livelihood guide individuals to live responsibly and avoid harm, thereby limiting the influence of selfish 
desires.The mental training aspect—Right Effort, Right Mindfulness, and Right Concentration—focuses on strengthening awareness and focus. By cultivating 

mindfulness and engaging in meditation, individuals learn to notice desires without being controlled by them, gradually loosening attachment. Taken together, 

the Eightfold Path offers a comprehensive way of life that leads to reduced cravings. 
5.12. Mindfulness as a Tool for Observing and Reducing Attachment: In Buddhist thought, mindfulness (sati) is a key practice that helps 

reduce attachment by allowing individuals to observe their thoughts and desires without reacting to them. Instead of being driven by craving 

or trying to suppress it, one develops a calm awareness that weakens the influence of attachment over time. This breaks the usual pattern of clinging to 

pleasant experiences and resisting unpleasant ones.Through mindfulness, people begin to recognize that desires are temporary and constantly changing, which 

reduces their intensity and control. It also cultivates equanimity, enabling individuals to remain balanced in both positive and negative situations. Practices such 

as breathing meditation and Vipassana support this awareness by training the mind to stay present. As a result, mindfulness gradually leads to non-attachment, 

inner freedom, and a reduction in suffering, ultimately guiding individuals toward peace and liberation. 

5.13. Meditation Techniques such as Vipassana and the Realization of Impermanence and Non-Self: Meditation is widely valued as a 

means of developing self-awareness and inner change, and Vipassana, or “insight meditation,” is especially important in Buddhist practice. It 

focuses on directly experiencing the nature of reality, particularly impermanence (anicca) and non-self (anatta), through mindful observation. In this 

practice, individuals observe sensations, thoughts, and emotions without reacting, gradually realizing that all experiences are constantly changing and not fixed. 
This understanding weakens attachment, as people see that clinging to temporary experiences leads to dissatisfaction. At the same time, insight into non-self 

reveals that what we consider a stable identity is actually a collection of changing processes. As a result, ego-based thinking decreases, leading to greater 

emotional balance and reduced suffering.The detachment developed through Vipassana is natural, arising from clear understanding rather than force or 

suppression. Through consistent practice, individuals cultivate equanimity and gain a deeper, experience-based understanding of reality, which 

helps them live with greater peace and clarity. 

5.14. The Cessation of Attachment and the Realization of Nirvana 

In Buddhism, the highest aim of spiritual practice is to end suffering by overcoming attachment, which is seen as its root cause. People often 

cling to pleasures, possessions, and identities in search of lasting happiness, but since all things are impermanent, this leads to dissatisfaction. When 

attachment is completely removed, one attains nirvana—a state beyond suffering, desire, and ignorance, marking the end of the cycle of rebirth. This realization 

is achieved through ethical conduct, meditation, and wisdom, which help individuals understand reality and free the mind from craving and illusion. Nirvana is 

a state of deep and lasting peace that does not depend on external conditions. Unlike temporary happiness, it arises when the mind is free from desire and inner 
conflict, bringing true balance and contentment.It also involves a shift in perception, where one no longer acts from ego or craving but from clarity and 

compassion. Letting go of attachment does not mean withdrawing from life; instead, it allows individuals to engage fully without fear or dependence, leading 

to a more peaceful and balanced way of living.Ultimately, achieving nirvana—the highest aim in Buddhism—depends on relinquishing 

attachment. When desire and ignorance are abandoned, a person rises above suffering and attains profound peace and liberation. This state marks the 

fulfillment of the spiritual journey, characterized by an unconditioned and enduring freedom of the mind.  
6. Key Findings: 

 Attachment (Tanhā)  Root Cause of Suffering:The study shows that attachment to worldly things, fueled by desire, is a main cause of human suffering 
(dukkha). People hold on to impermanent aspects of life expecting lasting happiness, which ultimately results in dissatisfaction.  

 Ignorance (Avijjā) as  Fundamental Cause:Attachment originates from ignorance, reality, particularly  misunderstanding of impermanence (anicca), non-
self (anatta), and unsatisfactoriness (dukkha).  

 Three Marks of Existence Explain Attachment:The ideas of impermanence, non-self, and suffering demonstrate why attachment to changing phenomena 
inevitably results in frustration and instability.  

 Attachment is Central in the Four Noble Truths:The Second Noble Truth identifies craving as the cause of suffering, while the Third Noble Truth 
emphasizes that eliminating attachment leads to its cessation.  

 Dependent Origination Shows the Cycle of Attachment:Attachment is part of a causal chain beginning with ignorance and leading to craving, clinging, and 
the continuation of samsara (cycle of rebirth).  

 Attachment Extends Beyond Material Objects:It includes emotional, intellectual, and identity-based attachments, making it a deeply psychological and pervasive phenomenon.  

 Illusion of Self Strengthens Attachment:Belief in a permanent “self” reinforces clinging to possessions, relationships, and identity, intensifying suffering.  

 Distinction Between Tanhā and Chanda:Buddhism differentiates harmful attachment from wholesome desire, encouraging positive aspirations while 
discouraging craving and dependency.  

 Non-Attachment is Balanced Engagement:Non-attachment does not mean indifference but involves mindful participation in life without clinging or possessiveness.  

 Eightfold Path as a Practical Solution:Ethical conduct, mental discipline, and wisdom collectively help reduce attachment and cultivate insight.  

 Mindfulness and Meditation Reduce Attachment:Practices like mindfulness and vipassana enable individuals to observe desires objectively, weakening 
attachment through awareness.  

 Realization of Impermanence and Non-Self Leads to Detachment:Insight gained through meditation naturally reduces clinging and fosters equanimity.  

 Cessation of Attachment Leads to Nirvana:The ultimate finding is that eliminating attachment results in liberation (nirvana), a state of lasting peace, 

freedom from suffering, and transcendence of the cycle of rebirth.  
7. Conclusion:This study concludes that worldly attachment (tanhā), rooted in ignorance (avijjā), is the primary cause of suffering (dukkha) in Buddhism. 

Due to misunderstanding reality—particularly impermanence (anicca) and non-self (anatta)—individuals cling to transient things, leading to dissatisfaction. 

The Four Noble Truths and dependent origination clearly explain how attachment arises and sustains the cycle of suffering (samsara). However, Buddhism 
offers a practical solution through the Eightfold Path, mindfulness, and meditation, which help reduce attachment and cultivate wisdom. Ultimately, the 

cessation of attachment leads to nirvana, a state of lasting peace and liberation, emphasizing non-attachment as the key to true well-being. 
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