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ABSTRACT: This paper delves into the rising trend of cruelty being used as a strategic tool in 

Indian divorce cases, examining both its legal interpretations and its broader social implications. 

In the context of the Indian legal framework, cruelty is one of the most common grounds cited 

for divorce under the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, and other personal laws. However, the 

subjective nature of the term "cruelty" has led to its exploitation, with both men and women 

using allegations of cruelty as a weapon to achieve favourable settlements, custody decisions, or 

financial benefits. 

The abstract explores how Indian courts have evolved in defining cruelty, differentiating 

between physical and mental cruelty, and highlights significant judgments that have shaped the 

understanding of this concept. At the same time, it draws attention to the misuse of these laws, 

where false or exaggerated claims of cruelty are filed, and causing significant emotional and 

financial harm to the accused. This phenomenon raises questions about gender bias, 

victimization, and the justice system's role in safeguarding against legal abuse. 

The paper also considers the societal dimensions of cruelty claims, examining how entrenched 

patriarchal norms and changing family dynamics influence divorce proceedings. The legal battles 

surrounding cruelty in divorce cases often reflect deeper issues of control, power struggles, and 

the stigmatization of divorce in Indian society. 

By investigating case studies, reviewing legal precedents, and analysis the psychological toll on 

both plaintiffs and defendants, this research aims to provide a nuanced understanding of cruelty 

as both a legitimate ground for divorce and a potential weapon of manipulation in India’s 

evolving legal landscape. Finally, it proposes reforms to address the misuse of cruelty claims, 

advocating for a more balanced and just approach to marital disputes. 

Keywords: Indian divorce law, cruelty, legal exploitation, gender bias, Hindu Marriage 

Act, mental cruelty, false allegations. 
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Introduction 

 

The concept of cruelty as a reason for divorce in Indian law has been a topic of heated debate and 

controversy that the provision was put in place to protect individuals from physical, mental, and 

emotional harm within their in the context of Indian divorce law, the concept of "pati 

parmeshwar" perpetuates gender inequality by reinforcing the notion that a woman must obey 

her husband unquestioningly. This cultural belief can complicate legal proceedings in divorce 

cases, especially when combined with the misuse of cruelty as a ground for divorce that false 

allegations of cruelty can significantly impact the fairness of the divorce process, raising ethical 

concerns about justice and the protection of rights for both parties involved
3
 when cruelty is 

falsely alleged, highlighting the need for fairness in legal processes. However, modern women 

no longer subscribe to this traditional belief. This ideology has been perpetuated by a male-

dominated society seeking to exert control and establish dominance. In marriage, the rights of 

both husband and wife are viewed as equal. 
4
Despite different opinions, individuals strive to 

sustain their marriages, recognizing the significance of relationships in Indian society without 

compromising the well-being of others however there have been instances where this provision 

has been misused for personal gain or vindictive reasons.  

This misuse has raised concerns about the effectiveness of the law in dealing with genuine cases 

of cruelty, leading to calls for stricter guidelines and enforcement mechanisms to prevent its 

misuse that the vague and subjective definition of cruelty within a marital context makes it easy 

for individuals to manipulate the law for their own benefit that a higher standard of proof is 

necessary in cases of alleged cruelty to avoid false accusations and frivolous litigation striking a 

balance between safeguarding victims and preventing the abuse of the cruelty provision is a 

crucial responsibility for Indian lawmakers and legal professionals although divorce laws differ 

across countries, cruelty is frequently cited as a common reason for divorce. While the intention 

behind including cruelty as a basis for divorce is to shield individuals from abusive relationships, 

there have been instances where this provision has been misused. It is essential to recognize that 

domestic violence and abuse are grave issues that should not be trivialized. However, there are 

cases where individuals have falsely accused their partners of cruelty to justify a divorce or gain 

an advantage in legal proceedings. The research paper emphasizes that the misuse of cruelty as 

grounds for divorce can indeed have serious negative impacts on both parties. The accused 

spouse may face unjust consequences, including losing child custody and damaging their 

reputation, while the accuser risks undermining the credibility of actual abuse victims. The paper 

suggests legal reforms and improved judicial scrutiny to address these challenges and ensure fair 

divorce proceedings and Legal reforms and judicial vigilance are necessary to maintain justice 

and fairness
5
. 
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Objectives 

1. To examine the notion of cruelty within personal laws. 

Hypotheses 

1. The existing laws addressing cruelty are sufficient. 

3. Husband or wife are not misusing the laws. 

Research Methodology 

The research paper offers a detailed examination of cruelty as a ground for divorce within Indian 

law, emphasizing the misuse of this provision. It delves into the legal framework, challenges, and 

the impact of false allegations on divorce proceedings. Through case studies and judicial 

interpretations, the paper demonstrates the consequences of such misuse and provides 

recommendations for improving the situation
6
. The paper underscores the need for justice and 

fairness in divorce cases to safeguard all parties' rights. 

A. Background on cruelty as a ground for divorce in Indian Laws 

 

In India, cruelty is acknowledged as a legitimate reason for divorce under the Hindu Marriage 

Act of 1955. Cruelty, as defined by the law, encompasses behaviors such as physical aggression, 

verbal maltreatment, or emotional exploitation that result in harm, either mental or physical, to 

the partner, making cohabitation unbearable. This stipulation is designed to shield individuals 

from enduring harmful relationships and enables them to pursue legal remedies to dissolve the 

marriage and the subjective nature of determining what qualifies as cruelty can present 

challenges during court proceedings that these complexities, the inclusion of cruelty as a basis 

for divorce mirrors the changing attitudes towards marriage and family legislation in India. As 

societal values shift towards prioritizing individual well-being and independence, acknowledging 

emotional and mental abuse within marriages marks a significant stride forward and 

acknowledging the detrimental effects of cruelty in relationships and offering avenues for legal 

recourse, the law empowers individuals to assert their autonomy, seek justice, and liberate 

themselves from abusive patterns. While the legal process may prove arduous, the provision for 

divorce on grounds of cruelty ultimately works towards fostering healthier and more respectful 

relationships within Indian society. 

B. Significance of addressing misuse of cruelty in divorce cases 

The identification of emotional and psychological mistreatment in marital relationships is 

essential for fostering a safer and fairer society for all members. By addressing the maltreatment 

in divorce proceedings, the legal system can offer a means for victims to exit harmful 

partnerships and safeguard their welfare. Ultimately, holding perpetrators responsible for their 

conduct conveys a strong message that such behavior will not be accepted, fostering a culture of 

reverence and parity in Indian society. Additionally, it aids in breaking the cycle of mistreatment 
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and preventing future generations from enduring the same anguish. By taking a firm stance 

against mistreatment in divorce cases, we are championing the rights and integrity of all 

individuals, particularly those who may be ensnared in abusive relationships. This endeavor not 

only underscores the significance of wholesome relationships but also acts as a catalyst for 

societal transformation towards a more empathetic and equitable community. 

C. Purpose of the research paper on misuse of cruelty in divorce cases 

The primary objective of this research paper is to investigate the implications of addressing 

cruelty in divorce cases with the aim of fostering a culture of respect and equality within Indian 

society. Through a comprehensive analysis of how championing the rights and dignity of 

individuals in abusive relationships can shape the perpetuation of abuse and safeguard 

forthcoming generations, the paper underscores the importance of eradicating such behaviors that 

the study endeavors to demonstrate how adopting a resolute position against cruelty in divorce 

proceedings can pave the way for societal metamorphosis towards a more empathetic and 

equitable community, where justice and compassion take precedence. 

II. Legal Framework on Misuse of cruelty as a ground of divorce under Indian Laws 

The intricate legal framework concerning the utilization of cruelty as a basis for divorce under 

Indian law is multifaceted and intricate. It is imperative to scrutinize the current laws and 

regulations to pinpoint any loopholes and areas that could benefit from enhancement and 

scrutinizing case studies and legal precedents, we can cultivate a deeper understanding of the 

current system's functionality and identify areas that may require adjustments to better cater to 

those impacted by cruelty in divorce cases. Through a comprehensive analysis of the legal 

framework, we can strive towards fostering a more equitable and compassionate society that 

prioritizes the well-being of all individuals entangled in divorce proceedings. By engaging with 

experts in the realm of family law and conducting research on the repercussions of divorce on 

individuals and families, we can devise holistic solutions that tackle the underlying causes of 

cruelty in divorce cases. This may entail the implementation of mandatory counseling programs, 

the provision of enhanced support services for victims of abuse, and the enhancement of 

accessibility to legal assistance for individuals undergoing the divorce process. Ultimately, our 

objective should be to establish a legal system that advocates for equity, fairness, and empathy 

for all parties involved in divorce proceedings. 

Reasons for Divorce 

Cruelty (i-a) 

 The term "Cruelty" remains undefined in the Hindu Marriage Act, leaving room for 

interpretation based on various circumstances. Under Section 13(1) (ia) of the Act, cruelty can 

manifest in mental forms such as neglect, refusal of companionship, animosity, or physical acts 

like violence and unjustified sexual abstinence. The determination of what constitutes cruelty is 

not contingent on the number of incidents or the consistency of such behavior, but rather on the 

severity and impact of the actions, even if they occur just once. Isolated incidents are not 

sufficient to establish cruelty. The social standing of the individuals involved is also considered 

in such cases and the concept of 'Cruelty' is intricately linked to human behavior. It is heavily 
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influenced by the societal class to which individuals belong, their lifestyles, relationships, 

temperaments, and emotions. What may be considered as cruelty in one situation may not hold 

true in another. The perceived cruelty could be greatly influenced by the lifestyle the individuals 

are accustomed to, as well as their economic and social circumstances. Additionally, it may be 

influenced by their cultural background and personal values. 

What does not constitute cruelty? The normal deterioration of familial relationships does not 

equate to cruelty. 

● Bismita Saikia v. Pranjal Dutta, 2018 (3) GLT 420 

 

But in the case of Gopesh Deka v, Phul Kumari Deka, The evidences produced were not 

sufficient to establish the allegations made.Hence the decision of this case cannot be taken 

as assistance. 

● Malthi Ravi M.D. v. b 

● v. Ravi M.D. (2014) 7 SCC 640 

 

But in the case of Gopesh Deka v, Phul Kumari Deka, The allegations were regarding 

physical cruelty. Hence the decision of this case cannot be taken as assistance. 

● Samar Ghosh v. Jaya Ghosh, (2007) 4 SCC 511 

 

In this case, the Hon’ble Supreme Court established that when there is a prolonged period of 

continuous separation, the marital bond is deemed irreparable. Consequently, a decree of divorce 

was granted. 

But in the case of Gopesh Deka v, Phul Kumari Deka, The witnesses and also appellant 

stated that the parties could still led a conjugal life. 

Hence the decision of this case cannot be taken as assistance. 

According to the Decision by the learned single judge of Punjab and Haryana High Court AIR 

1996, the filing of a complaint against the husband under Section 498(A) of Indian Penal Code 

can be considered as a ground of mental cruelty.   

But in the case of Gopesh Deka v, Phul Kumari Deka, The evidences provided through 

records had proved the instances of cruelty, thereby taking into consideration the filing of 

complaint under Section 498-A of IPC. Hence the decision of this case cannot be taken as 

assistance. 

● Shyam Sundar Kohli v. Sushma Kohli Alias Satya Devi, (2004) 7 SCC 747 

 

Hence in the case of Gopesh Deka v, Phul Kumari Deka, mere irretrievable breakdown of 

marriage cannot be a ground for dissolution of marriage. 
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I. Section 498A in The Indian Penal Code 

Husband or husband’s relative subjecting a woman to cruelty- Any individual who, being the 

husband or a relative of the husband, subjects a woman to cruelty shall be punished with 

imprisonment for a duration that may extend up to three years and shall also be liable to a fine. 

Explanation: 

For the purpose of this section, “cruelty” means, 

i.  any willful conduct which is of such a nature as is likely to drive the woman to 

commit suicide or to cause grave injury or danger to life, limb or health (whether mental 

or physical) of the woman; or 

 

ii. harassment of the woman where such harassment is with a view to coercing her 

or any person related to her to meet any unlawful demand for any property or valuable 

security or is on account of failure by her or any person related to her to meet such 

demand. 

A. Overview of the provisions related to cruelty in the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 

The examination of how the legal system addresses this issue can offer valuable insights and 

highlight necessary changes to enhance the protection of individuals families and analysis of 

current laws and policies and opportunities for enhancement to establish a more just and 

compassionate system for all stakeholders by collaborating with experts in Indian family law and 

psychology and evidence-based interventions and support mechanisms to prevent and address 

instances of cruelty in divorce cases and efforts can contribute to the development of a legal 

system that is more equitable and supportive, prioritizing the well-being of those navigating the 

challenging process of divorce. By implementing legal reforms and providing mental health 

resources, we can strive towards establishing a system that not only resolves disputes impartially 

but also places emphasis on the emotional and psychological needs of individuals and their 

children. By advocating for alternative dispute resolution methods such as mediation and 

counseling, we can assist families in managing emotional conflicts, enhancing communication, 

and fostering collaborative resolutions during divorce proceedings. Ultimately, by fostering a 

culture of empathy and comprehension within the legal system, we can help alleviate the anguish 

and distress commonly associated with divorce cases, promoting healing and personal growth for 

all parties involved. 
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II. Section 13 (1) Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 
7,8,9

 

⮚ Any marriage solemnized, whether before or after the commencement of 

this Act, may, on a petition presented by either the husband or the wife, be 

dissolved by a decree of divorce on the ground that the other party: 

i. has, after the solemnization of the marriage, had voluntary sexual 

intercourse with any person other than his or her spouse; or 

 

i.a  has, after the solemnization of the marriage, treated the 

petitioner with cruelty; or 

i.b  has deserted the petitioner for a continuous period of not 

less than two years immediately preceding the presentation of the 

petition; or 

ii. has ceased to be a Hindu by conversion to another religion; or 

 

iii. has been deemed permanently mentally incapacitated, or has been 

experiencing persistent or sporadic mental illness to a degree that renders 

cohabitation with the respondent untenable for the petitioner. 

 

Explanation –  

In this clause,  

a.  the expression “mental disorder” means mental illness, arrested or incomplete 

development of mind, psychopathic disorder or any other disorder or disability of mind 

and includes schizophrenia; 

 

b. the expression “psychopathic disorder” means a persistent disorder or disability 

of mind (whether or not including sub-normality of intelligence) which results in 

abnormally aggressive or seriously irresponsible conduct on the part of the other party, 

and whether or not it requires or is susceptible to medical treatment; or 

c. has
 
been suffering from a virulent and incurable form of leprosy; or 

d. has
 
been suffering from venereal disease in a communicable form; or 

e.  has renounced the world by entering any religious order; or 

f. has not been heard of as being alive for a period of seven years or more by those 

persons who would naturally have heard of it, had that party been alive; 

 

 

 

 

                                            
7

 Vasishtha, S. (2021) Divorce Under Ground of Cruelty and Its Drafting SSRN Electronic Journal 
8

 Pathare, S. (2014) Discrimination against Persons with Mental Disorders: The Importance of Legal Capacity: Studies from India  
9

 ,(2013) Void and Voidable Marriage under Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, and Divorce 
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Explanation: 

In this sub-section, the expression desertion means the desertion of the petitioner by the other 

party to the marriage without reasonable cause and without the consent or against the wish of 

such party, and includes the willful neglect of the petitioner by the other party to the marriage, 

and its grammatical variations and cognate expressions shall be construed accordingly. 

 B. Analysis of judicial interpretations of cruelty in divorce cases 

In addition to advocating for alternative dispute resolution methods, it is imperative for the legal 

system to meticulously analyze and interpret instances of cruelty in divorce proceedings. by 

prioritizing the emotional and psychological well-being of individuals and their offspring, judges 

can render verdicts that are not only just but also compassionate. by conducting a thorough 

examination of each unique circumstance, the legal system can assist families in moving forward 

in a manner that fosters healing and personal development, rather than exacerbating pain and 

distress.  

Ultimately, by approaching divorce cases with empathy and comprehension, we can establish a 

more nurturing and constructive atmosphere for all parties involved. while it is crucial to take 

into account the emotional ramifications of divorce proceedings, judges must also adhere to legal 

principles and precedents to uphold fairness and uniformity in their determinations
10

 placing 

emphasis on empathy at the expense of legal principles could potentially result in biased or 

inequitable outcomes in court proceedings. 

C. Comparison with other grounds for divorce in Indian law 

It is imperative for judges to strike a delicate balance between empathy and legal principles when 

adjudicating divorce cases. While empathy is essential for nurturing compassion, an excessive 

focus on empathy to the detriment of legal integrity may compromise the impartiality and 

consistency of judicial rulings. Judges play a crucial role in harmonizing the emotional needs of 

individuals with the legal standards they are bound by, thereby fostering healing and equity in 

divorce proceedings.
11 

.this equilibrium is particularly critical when analyzing the grounds for 

divorce under Indian law. While certain grounds may appear more sympathetic or 

understandable than others, it is imperative for judges to maintain objectivity and apply the law 

in a neutral manner. by doing so, they can ensure that decisions are grounded in legal principles 

rather than personal prejudices, ultimately resulting in equitable and just outcomes for all parties 

involved. In this manner, judges can uphold the integrity of the legal system while also 

addressing the emotional intricacies of divorce cases with empathy, thereby averting unjust 

outcomes and preserving the credibility of the legal system. It is essential for judges to 

meticulously assess the evidence presented in divorce cases and take into consideration the 

context in which allegations of cruelty are raised. By doing so, they can prevent the 

misapplication of this ground and guarantee that divorce rulings are based on the genuine needs 

                                            
10
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and circumstances of the parties concerned. This approach not only upholds the integrity of the 

legal system but also advances justice and equity in divorce proceedings. Judges must be diligent 

in evaluating the veracity of claims of cruelty, considering any potential biases or ulterior 

motives behind such accusations. This level of scrutiny is imperative to safeguard the rights of 

both parties and prevent any exploitation of the legal process. By upholding a high standard of 

evidence and equity in divorce cases, the legal system can uphold its integrity and function as a 

dependable mechanism for resolving disputes. Ultimately, the objective should be to ensure that 

divorce rulings are rendered in a fair and equitable manner, reflecting the true circumstances of 

the individuals involved. 

A. Examples of how cruelty may be misused by parties seeking divorce 

Engaging in the fabrication or exaggeration of incidents of abuse, manipulation of evidence, in 

order to gain an advantage in negotiations is a serious concern
12

. It is crucial for judges and legal 

professionals to meticulously assess the credibility of such allegations and take into account the 

circumstances in which they arise. Through this careful evaluation, the legal system can 

effectively prevent manipulation and guarantee that divorce proceedings are carried out justly 

and with the utmost consideration for all parties concerned.  

B. Impact of false allegations of cruelty on the divorce process 

Baseless accusations of cruelty can significantly hinder the divorce proceedings, resulting in 

protracted legal battles, and heightened emotional turmoil for the parties, and potentially unjust 

rulings. Moreover, it can foster an atmosphere of suspicion and hostility that impedes effective 

communication and conflict resolution. Hence, it is imperative for the judicial system to take 

measures to prevent and redress unfounded claims of mistreatment to facilitate a more 

streamlined and harmonious divorce process. This may entail imposing stricter sanctions on 

individuals found guilty of making false allegations, offering assistance and support to victims of 

such accusations, and promoting alternative dispute resolution mechanisms to foster a more 

peaceful settlement. By addressing groundless charges of cruelty, the legal system can ensure 

that divorcing couples are able to navigate the process in a more constructive and dignified 

manner, ultimately leading to a more favorable outcome for all parties involved. 

C. Legal consequences for parties found to have misused cruelty as a ground for divorce 

Legal consequences for parties could also act as a deterrent for future unfounded accusations. 

This, in turn, can help establish a more equitable and impartial system for all parties concerned, 

resulting in a more streamlined and cordial resolution of conflicts. Ultimately, by addressing 

baseless allegations of mistreatment in divorce cases, the legal system can play a pivotal role in 

fostering a more harmonious and tranquil resolution for separating couples. addressing 

groundless allegations of mistreatment in divorce cases is crucial not only for upholding the 

integrity of the legal system but also for maintaining trust, equity, and credibility in legal 

proceedings. By discouraging deceit and misuse of the legal process, parties are more likely to 

approach divorce proceedings with a sincere intention to resolve conflicts in a just and cordial 
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manner. This can lead to a more harmonious and peaceful resolution for separating couples, 

ultimately benefiting all individuals involved in the process. 

III. Challenges and Solutions on Misuse of cruelty as a ground of divorce under Indian 

Laws 

Some challenges in addressing misuse of cruelty as a ground for divorce under Indian law 

include the difficulty of proving allegations of cruelty, as it often involves subjective 

interpretations of behavior. Additionally, the stigma attached to divorce in Indian society may 

pressure individuals to fabricate or exaggerate claims of cruelty in order to justify their decision 

to end the marriage. One potential solution to this issue is to encourage alternative dispute 

resolution methods, such as mediation, which can help parties communicate openly and find 

mutually beneficial solutions without resorting to false accusations. By promoting transparency 

and fairness in divorce proceedings, the legal system can better serve the interests of all parties 

involved. 

A. Difficulties in proving misuse of cruelty in divorce cases 

 

The issue can be mitigated by implementing stricter evidentiary standards and allocating 

additional resources for investigative purposes. Moreover, educating individuals on the 

repercussions of making false allegations of mistreatment can serve as a deterrent and foster 

more transparent and constructive communication during the divorce proceedings. ultimately, 

establishing a more supportive and empathetic environment for divorcing couples can reduce the 

incidence of fabricated claims and promote more positive outcomes for all parties involved. In 

Nirmala Manohar Jagesha v. Manohar Shivram Jagesha 
13

 the supreme court of India by 

advocating for transparency and accountability within the legal system, divorcing couples can 

feel more assured of the fairness of the process and be less inclined to engage in deceitful 

practices. Encouraging the utilization of alternative dispute resolution methods, such as 

mediation, can also facilitate the resolution of differences in a more amicable and respectful 

manner. By nurturing a culture of collaboration and mutual respect, divorce cases can be settled 

more effectively and with less hostility, leading to improved long-term results for all individuals 

concerned. 

B. Recommendations for addressing misuse of cruelty in divorce proceedings 

 

One suggestion for addressing the misuse of cruelty in divorce proceedings is to establish precise 

protocols and repercussions for unfounded allegations. This can serve as a deterrent for 

individuals who resort to baseless claims in order to manipulate the legal process to their 

advantage. Furthermore, offering training and resources for legal professionals on how to 

identify and handle instances of abuse can guarantee that genuine cases are handled with care. 

By advocating for transparency and accountability in divorce proceedings, the legal system can 

effectively safeguard the rights and well-being of all parties involved. This approach can also 
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help prevent the exploitation of the legal system for personal gain, ultimately fostering a fair and 

impartial resolution for all parties. Courts must carefully review evidence and testimonies for 

cruelty allegations to make fact-based decisions and avoid false accusations, creating a fairer 

environment for those going through divorce. 

C. Role of legal professionals and the judiciary in preventing misuse of cruelty 

 

Adhering to the principles of justice and fairness is paramount in preserving the integrity of the 

legal system and legal practitioners are tasked with thoroughly investigating allegations of 

mistreatment and offering impartial advocacy for their clients. In the matter of D. Bhagwat v. V. 

Bhagwat
14

 the Supreme Court defined cruelty as behavior by one partner that inflicts such 

severe mental pain and suffering that continuing to live together becomes untenable. In this 

particular case, the wife defended herself by making false accusations against her husband and 

his family, even calling them lunatics during cross-examination, despite expressing a desire to 

continue living with her husband. the supreme court regarded the wife's actions as cruelty and 

determined that her true intention was to seek revenge after returning to her matrimonial home 

meticulously assess all evidence presented before rendering judgments that could significantly 

impact the lives of the individuals concerned. By imposing accountability for individuals' 

conduct and guaranteeing the equitable administration of justice, legal professionals and the 

judiciary can play a pivotal role in deterring the misapplication of mistreatment laws in divorce 

proceedings. This serves to uphold public confidence in the legal system and safeguard the 

bedrock principles of justice and equity. By upholding the integrity of mistreatment laws, legal 

professionals and judges can ensure that individuals are held answerable for their behavior, 

thereby preventing the exploitation of laws for personal advantage. Ultimately, this can lead to 

more equitable and just outcomes for all parties involved in divorce cases.  

IV. Case Studies on Misuse of cruelty as a ground of divorce under Indian Laws  

An instance of the misuse of cruelty laws in divorce cases occurs when one party falsely alleges 

cruel behavior by the other to obtain an edge in the divorce proceedings. This not only erodes the 

integrity of the legal system but also inflicts unwarranted harm on the accused party. Through 

thorough examination of the evidence put forth in such cases, legal experts and judges can thwart 

such abuse and guarantee the delivery of justice. It is imperative for all participants in the legal 

system to remain vigilant and proactive in countering any endeavors to exploit cruelty laws for 

personal benefit. 

A. Analysis of recent court cases involving allegations of cruelty in divorce proceedings  

The emergence of a concerning pattern has come to light, where individuals are falsifying or 

inflating allegations of cruelty to gain an advantageous outcome in divorce settlements. This 

unethical conduct not only sullies the reputation of those making false claims but also weakens 

the credibility of genuine reports of abuse. Through a thorough examination and validation of the 

evidence put forth in these instances, legal experts can safeguard the integrity of the legal system 

and ensure that justice is authentically served. It is essential for all parties engaged in divorce 
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proceedings to act with transparency and honesty, prioritizing the well-being of all individuals 

involved, instead of exploiting allegations of cruelty as a strategic tool.  

This trend exposes individuals attempting to manipulate these laws for personal gain. False 

accusations are frequently made to secure an upper hand in custody disputes or financial 

settlements and misuse of the legal framework not only damages the reputation of the accused 

but also erodes the legitimacy of the entire judicial process. In the matter of D.M. Dharmadhikan 

Justice of the M P High Court in Smt. Vibha Srivastava v Dinesh Kumar Srivastava
15

talked 

that every life partner is qualified for an equivalent voice in the ordering of the issues which are 

their normal concern. Legal professionals must take a firm stance against such manipulative 

strategies and guarantee that justice is administered equitably and impartially. By permitting 

individuals to abuse laws designed to shield victims of cruelty, we are ultimately neglecting 

those who genuinely require assistance and support. Courts must meticulously scrutinize the 

evidence presented in these cases and not be influenced by contrived allegations or hidden 

agendas. In the matter of Samar Ghosh v. Jaya Ghosh
16

 Supreme court laid down that denial by 

wife to mingle with her husband amounts to mental cruelty towards husband. By holding 

individuals responsible for their deceitful behaviors can we reestablish faith in the legal system 

and ensure that justice prevails for all parties involved and has come for a transition towards 

transparency and integrity in divorce proceedings, so that the true victims can receive the 

protection and justice they are entitled. 

B. Examination of outcomes in cases where misuse of cruelty was alleged. 

It is imperative to conduct a thorough analysis to uncover patterns of manipulation and 

deception. By meticulously scrutinizing the outcomes of such cases, we can gain a deeper insight 

into the scope of the issue and implement effective measures to combat it. This examination will 

also act as a deterrent to those considering exploiting the system for personal gain, ultimately 

leading to a more equitable and just legal process for all parties involved. Only through holding 

individuals accountable for their fraudulent actions can we reinstate trust in the legal system and 

ensure that justice prevails for all stakeholders and analyzing fraud strategies helps prevent future 

incidents, protecting vulnerable individuals and strengthening the legal system and increased 

awareness can create a fair society free of deceit and exploitation. 

C. Lessons learned from case studies for future divorce cases 

Analyzing common indicators and signals of possible fraud or manipulation can offer valuable 

perspectives. Through examining previous cases, legal experts can more effectively recognize 

and counter deceitful strategies that could arise in upcoming divorce proceedings. This 

awareness can equip individuals to safeguard themselves and their resources during a potentially 

fragile and emotionally charged period. Ultimately, by heeding lessons from past errors and 

remaining knowledgeable, we can endeavor to uphold justice and uphold equity in all legal 

processes. 
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V. Conclusion on Misuse of cruelty as a ground of divorce under Indian laws 

In conclusion, it is imperative for legal practitioners and individuals engaged in divorce 

proceedings to recognize the possible misrepresentation of cruelty as a basis for divorce under 

Indian legislation. by familiarizing themselves with typical indicators and cues of deceit or 

coercion, individuals can more effectively safeguard their interests and resources amidst this 

arduous period and awareness and attentiveness, we can strive towards upholding justice and 

equity in all legal processes pertaining to divorce in India and there are frequent occurrences 

where one party may unjustly accuse the other of cruelty in order to gain an advantage in divorce 

proceedings and manipulation can have significant consequences for both parties, underscoring 

the importance of remaining informed and seeking legal counsel when appropriate. Through 

vigilance and staying abreast of legal matters, individuals can mitigate the misuse of cruelty as a 

basis for divorce and uphold justice in their case. 

B. Suggestions and Recommendations for Improvement of Current Situation: 

In the Hindu Marriage Act 
17

 is undefined and is cruel to one person may not be to another, 

causing unjust decisions. In criminal law, cruelty is clear, but in personal laws, ambiguity exists. 

A revised definition is needed, with guidelines for examining cruelty claims in divorce. False 

accusations must have consequences to prevent misuse and legal system must ensure fairness and 

justice in divorce cases and exploring baseless abuse accusations in divorce cases and their 

impact. Research needed on tactics and support for genuine abuse victims. Understanding is key 

to improving legal system and protecting rights in divorce. Collaboration among legal and 

mental health experts is crucial. 
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