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Abstract
Child sexual abuse is a serious violation of children’s rights and a major social and legal concern across the world. In recent years, increasing
attention has been given to strengthening legal frameworks to protect children from sexual exploitation and abuse. India has introduced several
legislative measures, particularly the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, to address crimes against children and
ensure child-friendly judicial procedures. However, despite the existence of these legal provisions, challenges such as underreporting, social
stigma, lack of awareness, and delays in the justice system continue to affect the effective implementation of child protection laws. This study
examines the legal framework related to child sexual abuse in India and compares it with international child protection laws and standards. The research
adopts a doctrinal and comparative approach to analyze national legislation, constitutional provisions, and international legal instruments related to the protection
of children from sexual exploitation. The study highlights similarities and differences between Indian laws and international frameworks and identifies key gaps
in implementation and enforcement. The findings suggest that although India’s legal framework is largely consistent with international child
protection standards, significant improvements are needed in areas such as awareness, victim support services, institutional coordination, and
effective enforcement of laws. The study concludes that strengthening legal implementation, improving institutional mechanisms, and adopting
best practices from international child protection systems are essential for ensuring the safety, dignity, and rights of children.
Keywords: Child Sexual Abuse, POCSO Act 2012, Child Protection Laws, International Child Rights, Comparative Legal Analysis.
1. Introduction
Child sexual abuse is one of the most serious violations of children's rights and human dignity worldwide. It refers to any form of sexual activity
involving a child where consent is absent or cannot legally be given because of the child’s age. Child sexual abuse includes a wide range of acts
such as sexual assault, exploitation, exposure to pornography, and online sexual exploitation. These forms of abuse have severe psychological,
emotional, and social consequences for victims and may affect their long-term mental health, education, and social development (World Health
Organization, 2020). Globally, increasing awareness about child sexual abuse has encouraged governments and international organizations to
strengthen legal frameworks aimed at protecting children. International instruments such as the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the
Child (UNCRC), 1989 emphasize that children must be protected from all forms of sexual exploitation and abuse. Article 34 of the Convention
specifically obligates states to take appropriate measures to prevent the sexual exploitation and abuse of children and to ensure legal protection
and support for victims (United Nations, 1989).
In India, child sexual abuse has emerged as a serious social and legal concern. Studies and national reports indicate that a significant number of
children are vulnerable to various forms of sexual abuse, often occurring within families, schools, or communities. According to the National
Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), cases registered under crimes against children, particularly sexual offences, have shown a considerable increase
in recent years (NCRB, 2022).
Table 1: Reported Cases of Child Sexual Abuse in India

Year Total Crimes Against Children POCSO Act Cases Registered Percentage of Sexual Offence Cases
2018 141,764 38,802 27.4%
2019 148,185 47,335 31.9%
2020 128,531 47,221 36.7%
2021 149,404 53,874 36.0%
2022 162,449 64,047 39.4%

Source: National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), Crime in India Reports (2018-2022).

To address this issue, the Indian government has enacted several laws to strengthen child protection mechanisms. One of the most important
legislative measures in this regard is the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, which provides a comprehensive
legal framework for the protection of children from sexual assault, sexual harassment, and pornography. The Act also introduces child-friendly
procedures for reporting, investigation, and trial to reduce trauma for victims and ensure speedy justice (Government of India, 2012). In addition
to the POCSO Act, other legal provisions such as the Indian Penal Code (IPC) and the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act,
2015 contribute to safeguarding children's rights. Despite the existence of legal provisions, several challenges continue to hinder the effective
implementation of child protection laws in India. Issues such as underreporting, social stigma, lack of awareness, and delays in the criminal
justice system often prevent victims from receiving timely justice and support. Therefore, examining India’s legal framework in comparison with
international child protection standards is essential to understand the strengths and limitations of the current system.

This article aims to analyze the laws relating to child sexual abuse in India and compare them with international child protection laws. Through
a comparative legal analysis, the study seeks to identify key similarities, differences, and gaps in the existing legal framework. It also highlights
international best practices that may help strengthen child protection policies and legal mechanisms in India. Ultimately, the study emphasizes
the need for effective implementation, greater awareness, and stronger institutional support to ensure the safety and dignity of children.

2. Research Methodology

This study adopts a doctrinal and comparative research methodology based primarily on secondary sources of data. The research examines legal
provisions related to child sexual abuse in India, including the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, the Indian Penal
Code, and the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015, along with relevant constitutional provisions. A comparative legal
approach is used to analyze these laws in relation to international child protection frameworks such as the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child (UNCRC) and its related protocols. The study relies on academic literature, government reports, and international publications
to identify key similarities, differences, and challenges in the implementation of child protection laws, with the aim of highlighting areas for legal
and institutional improvement.

3. Concept and Nature of Child Sexual Abuse

Child sexual abuse is a serious violation of the fundamental rights of children and represents a major social, legal, and public health concern
worldwide. It refers to any sexual activity involving a child that is carried out for the sexual gratification of an adult or another individual. Since
children are not capable of giving informed consent, any form of sexual involvement with a child is considered abusive and unlawful. Child
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sexual abuse not only violates the physical integrity of a child but also harms their psychological well-being and social development (World
Health Organization, 2020). The concept of child sexual abuse has been defined by various international organizations and legal frameworks.
The World Health Organization (WHO) defines child sexual abuse as the involvement of a child in sexual activity that he or she does not fully
comprehend, is unable to give informed consent to, or that violates the laws or social taboos of society (WHO, 2020). Similarly, the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) recognizes sexual abuse as a form of exploitation that governments must prevent and
punish through appropriate legal measures (United Nations, 1989).

Child sexual abuse can occur in different forms and contexts. It may involve direct physical contact such as rape, molestation, or inappropriate
touching. It may also occur without physical contact, including exposure to sexual acts, showing pornography to children, online exploitation,
grooming, or forcing children to participate in sexual activities through digital platforms. With the rapid expansion of the internet and social
media, online sexual exploitation of children has become an increasing concern globally. Researchers often classify child sexual abuse into two
broad categories: contact abuse and non-contact abuse. Contact abuse includes acts such as sexual assault, fondling, and rape, where physical
interaction occurs between the perpetrator and the child. Non-contact abuse involves activities such as exhibitionism, voyeurism, exposing a
child to pornographic material, or engaging a child in online sexual exploitation without physical contact (UNICEF, 2019). Both forms of abuse
can cause severe psychological and emotional harm to children.

The causes and risk factors associated with child sexual abuse are complex and multidimensional. Factors such as poverty, lack of education,
weak family structures, social inequality, and lack of awareness about child protection contribute to the vulnerability of children. In many cases,
the perpetrators are individuals known to the child, including family members, relatives, teachers, or community members, which makes reporting
the abuse more difficult due to fear, shame, or social pressure. The consequences of child sexual abuse are profound and long-lasting. Victims
often suffer from psychological trauma, depression, anxiety, low self-esteem, and post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). In many cases, the abuse
also affects the child’s educational performance, social relationships, and overall development. Without timely support and intervention, the
long-term impact can extend into adulthood, affecting the victim’s personal and professional life (Finkelhor, 2009). Therefore, understanding the
concept and nature of child sexual abuse is essential for developing effective legal frameworks and protection mechanisms. Recognizing the
various forms, causes, and consequences of abuse helps policymakers, legal institutions, and society at large to design stronger strategies for
prevention, protection, and rehabilitation of child victims.

4. Legal Framework on Child Sexual Abuse in India

India has developed a comprehensive legal framework to address and prevent child sexual abuse through constitutional provisions, statutory
laws, and institutional mechanisms. These legal provisions aim to safeguard the rights, dignity, and well-being of children while ensuring
punishment for offenders. The Indian legal system recognizes the vulnerability of children and provides special protection through various
legislative and policy measures.

4.1 Constitutional Provisions

The Constitution of India provides the foundation for the protection of children’s rights and welfare. Several constitutional provisions emphasize
the responsibility of the state to safeguard children from exploitation and abuse. Article 14 guarantees equality before the law and equal protection
of the laws to all individuals, including children. This provision ensures that children are entitled to legal protection and justice in cases of abuse.
Article 15(3) allows the state to make special provisions for women and children. This constitutional provision empowers the government to
enact laws specifically aimed at protecting children from exploitation and abuse.

Article 21 guarantees the right to life and personal liberty, which includes the right to live with dignity, safety, and protection from abuse. Child
sexual abuse is considered a violation of this fundamental right. In addition, Article 39(e) and (f) under the Directive Principles of State Policy
directs the state to ensure that children are not abused and that they are provided opportunities to develop in a healthy and dignified environment.
4.2 Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012 is the most significant legislation in India dealing specifically with child
sexual abuse. The Act was enacted to provide a comprehensive legal framework for the protection of children from sexual assault, sexual
harassment, and pornography. One of the key features of the POCSO Act is that it defines a child as any person below the age of 18 years. The
Act categorizes sexual offences against children into various forms such as penetrative sexual assault, aggravated penetrative sexual assault,
sexual assault, aggravated sexual assault, and sexual harassment. It also criminalizes the use of children for pornographic purposes. The Act
introduces child-friendly procedures for reporting, recording evidence, investigation, and trial. For example, statements of child victims are to
be recorded in a sensitive manner, preferably by a female police officer, and the identity of the child must be protected during legal proceedings.
The Act also mandates the establishment of Special Courts to ensure speedy trials and reduce delays in delivering justice.

4.3 Relevant Provisions under the Indian Penal Code (IPC)

In addition to the POCSO Act, several provisions of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) address sexual offences that may involve children. Sections
such as Section 354 (outraging the modesty of a woman), Section 376 (rape), and Section 509 (insulting the modesty of a woman) are relevant
in cases where sexual offences are committed. Amendments introduced through the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013 further strengthened
the legal provisions relating to sexual offences and increased penalties for offenders.

4.4 Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015

The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 plays an important role in protecting children who are victims of abuse, neglect,
or exploitation. The Act provides mechanisms for the care, protection, rehabilitation, and social reintegration of children in need of protection. It
also establishes institutions such as Child Welfare Committees (CWCs) that are responsible for ensuring the safety and welfare of vulnerable
children.

4.5 Information Technology Act, 2000

With the increasing use of digital technology and the internet, children are also exposed to online sexual exploitation and cyber abuse. The
Information Technology Act, 2000, particularly Section 67B, criminalizes the publication, transmission, or possession of child pornography in
electronic form. This provision plays a crucial role in addressing online sexual exploitation of children.

4.6 Institutional Mechanisms for Child Protection

India has also established several institutions to strengthen the implementation of child protection laws. The National Commission for Protection
of Child Rights (NCPCR) and various State Commissions for Protection of Child Rights monitor the implementation of child protection laws
and promote awareness about children’s rights. Additionally, Child Welfare Committees (CWCs) and Special POCSO Courts work to ensure that
cases involving child abuse are handled with sensitivity and efficiency. India’s legal framework reflects a strong commitment to protecting
children from sexual abuse. However, effective implementation, public awareness, and institutional support remain essential to ensure that these
laws achieve their intended objectives.

https://mswmanagementj.com/ 4243



MSW MANAGEMENT -Multidisciplinary, Scientific Work and Management Journal
ISSN: 1053-7899
Vol. 36 Issue 1, 2026, Pages 4242-4246

5. International Child Protection Laws

The protection of children from sexual abuse has gained significant attention at the international level. Various international conventions, treaties,
and legal instruments have been developed to establish global standards for safeguarding children from sexual exploitation and abuse. These
frameworks guide national governments in developing laws, policies, and institutional mechanisms to ensure the protection and welfare of
children. International child protection laws emphasize prevention, criminalization of offences, victim protection, and international cooperation
to combat crimes against children.

5.1 United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), 1989

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is one of the most comprehensive international treaties addressing children's
rights. It recognizes children as individuals who require special protection due to their physical and psychological vulnerability. The Convention
establishes fundamental rights for children, including the right to protection from all forms of abuse, exploitation, and neglect. The UNCRC
obligates member states to adopt legislative, administrative, social, and educational measures to protect children from sexual abuse and
exploitation. It also emphasizes the importance of creating safe environments for children in families, schools, and communities. Governments
are required to ensure that appropriate legal procedures and support systems are available for child victims of abuse (Detrick, 1999).

5.2 Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography (2000)

The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography was
adopted to address the increasing global problem of commercial sexual exploitation of children. The protocol strengthens the provisions of the
UNCRC by specifically targeting crimes such as child trafficking, child prostitution, and the production or distribution of child pornography.
Under this protocol, states are required to criminalize these offences within their national legal systems and impose appropriate penalties on
offenders. It also encourages international cooperation among countries in investigating and prosecuting offenders involved in cross-border child
exploitation crimes (United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, 2014).

5.3 ILO Convention No. 182 on the Worst Forms of Child Labour (1999)

The International Labour Organization (ILO) Convention No. 182 focuses on eliminating the worst forms of child labour, including the sexual
exploitation of children. The convention recognizes that activities such as child prostitution, pornography, and trafficking are among the most
harmful forms of child labour. Member states that ratify the convention are required to take immediate and effective measures to prohibit and
eliminate such practices. The convention also encourages governments to provide rehabilitation, education, and social reintegration programs
for children who have been victims of exploitation (International Labour Organization, 2017).

5.4 Lanzarote Convention (Council of Europe Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse),
2007

The Lanzarote Convention, adopted by the Council of Europe in 2007, is one of the first international legal instruments specifically dedicated to
preventing and combating sexual abuse of children. The convention requires participating states to criminalize all forms of sexual abuse and
exploitation of children, including offences committed through digital technologies. The convention also emphasizes preventive measures such
as public awareness programs, education on child protection, and training for professionals working with children. It further requires that child
victims receive adequate support services and that legal proceedings are conducted in a child-friendly manner (Council of Europe, 2011).

5.5 Role of International Organizations in Child Protection

Several international organizations play an important role in promoting child protection and supporting countries in combating child sexual
abuse. Organizations such as UNICEF, ECPAT International, and other global child protection networks conduct research, awareness campaigns,
and capacity-building programs aimed at preventing child exploitation.These organizations also advocate for stronger legal frameworks,
improved reporting mechanisms, and better support systems for child victims. They encourage governments to adopt child-friendly justice
systems, strengthen monitoring mechanisms, and promote international collaboration in addressing crimes against children (ECPAT International,
2020). Overall, international child protection laws establish important guidelines for preventing child sexual abuse and ensuring justice for
victims. These legal frameworks encourage countries to strengthen their national laws and align them with global standards in order to provide
effective protection for children.

6. Comparative Analysis of Child Sexual Abuse Laws in India and International Child Protection Laws

A comparative analysis of child sexual abuse laws in India and international child protection frameworks provides important insights into the
effectiveness, strengths, and limitations of existing legal mechanisms. While India has adopted several legislative measures to address child
sexual abuse, international legal instruments provide broader standards and guidelines that aim to ensure comprehensive protection for children
worldwide. Examining these frameworks together helps identify areas where national laws align with global standards and where improvements
may be required.

6.1 Definition and Scope of Child Sexual Abuse

One of the key aspects of comparison lies in how child sexual abuse is defined within different legal systems. In India, the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012 provides a detailed and comprehensive definition of sexual offences against children. It covers various
forms of abuse, including penetrative sexual assault, sexual harassment, and the use of children in pornographic activities. The Act clearly defines
a child as any person below the age of eighteen years, ensuring uniform protection for minors under the law. International legal frameworks also
provide broad definitions of sexual exploitation and abuse of children. These frameworks emphasize the need to recognize both physical and
non-physical forms of abuse, including online exploitation and trafficking. Compared to earlier national laws, India’s legal framework has
evolved significantly and now reflects many of the international standards relating to the protection of children.

6.2 Child-Friendly Justice Procedures

International child protection frameworks emphasize the importance of child-sensitive legal procedures that reduce trauma during investigation
and trial. Many international guidelines encourage the creation of child-friendly justice systems where children can report abuse without fear or
intimidation. Such systems include measures such as privacy protection, psychological support, and the use of specially trained professionals
during legal proceedings. India has also incorporated several child-friendly procedures within its legal system. Special courts dealing with cases
of child sexual abuse aim to ensure speedy trials and minimize the emotional stress faced by victims. Additionally, legal provisions emphasize
maintaining the confidentiality of the child’s identity and conducting proceedings in a supportive environment. These measures reflect an effort
to align the national justice system with global standards for protecting child victims.

6.3 Reporting Mechanisms and Victim Protection

Effective reporting mechanisms are essential for addressing child sexual abuse. International child protection standards encourage mandatory
reporting of suspected abuse by professionals such as teachers, healthcare workers, and social service providers. These frameworks also highlight
the need for strong institutional support systems that provide counseling, rehabilitation, and social reintegration for victims. In India, legal
provisions require certain individuals and institutions to report cases of child sexual abuse to authorities. Failure to report such incidents may
lead to legal consequences. Although these provisions exist, challenges such as fear of social stigma, lack of awareness, and cultural barriers
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often discourage victims and families from reporting abuse. Strengthening reporting systems and support services remains an important priority
for improving child protection.

6.4 Punishment and Legal Remedies

Another important area of comparison involves the punishment of offenders and the availability of legal remedies for victims. International legal
frameworks emphasize strict criminal penalties for offenders involved in child sexual exploitation, trafficking, or abuse. They also stress the
importance of providing compensation, rehabilitation services, and long-term psychological support for victims. India’s legal framework
provides severe punishments for offenders involved in child sexual abuse, including long-term imprisonment and, in certain aggravated cases,
life imprisonment. These legal measures demonstrate the seriousness with which the Indian legal system treats crimes against children. However,
the effectiveness of these punishments largely depends on proper enforcement and the efficiency of the judicial system.

6.5 Institutional Support and Preventive Measures

International child protection frameworks strongly emphasize prevention strategies such as education, awareness campaigns, and community
participation. Preventive programs aim to educate children, parents, teachers, and communities about recognizing and reporting abuse. Many
international initiatives also focus on strengthening child protection policies within schools, social institutions, and digital platforms. India has
taken steps to promote awareness and strengthen institutional mechanisms for child protection. Various government bodies and child rights
organizations conduct awareness campaigns and training programs related to child safety. However, greater coordination among institutions,
improved education on child protection, and wider public awareness are necessary to enhance preventive efforts. The comparative analysis
indicates that India’s legal framework for addressing child sexual abuse has made significant progress and incorporates several elements
consistent with international child protection standards. Nevertheless, challenges related to implementation, awareness, and victim support
highlight the need for continued legal reforms and stronger institutional mechanisms. Aligning national policies with international best practices
can further strengthen the protection of children and ensure effective justice for victims.

7. Challenges in the Implementation of Child Sexual Abuse Laws in India

Despite the existence of strong legal provisions to protect children from sexual abuse, the effective implementation of these laws in India faces
several challenges. Legal frameworks such as the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act and other related statutes provide
comprehensive protection; however, practical difficulties in enforcement often limit their effectiveness. Social, institutional, and procedural
barriers continue to hinder the legal system's ability to fully safeguard children and ensure timely justice for victims (Kacker, Varadan, & Kumar,
2007).

7.1 Underreporting of Cases

One of the major challenges in addressing child sexual abuse in India is the significant underreporting of cases. Many incidents of abuse remain
unreported due to fear, social stigma, family pressure, and lack of awareness. In many communities, victims and their families hesitate to approach
law enforcement authorities because of concerns about social reputation and cultural sensitivities. As a result, many cases remain hidden,
preventing victims from receiving legal protection and support (Deb & Modak, 2010).

7.2 Social Stigma and Cultural Barriers

Social attitudes and cultural norms often discourage open discussion about sexual abuse. In many cases, families attempt to resolve such issues
privately to avoid public attention. Victims may face blame, discrimination, or emotional pressure from society, which discourages them from
seeking justice. This social stigma not only silences victims but also allows perpetrators to escape accountability (Krishnakumar, 2016).

7.3 Delay in Investigation and Trial

Another significant challenge in implementing child protection laws is delays in investigating and trialing cases. Although special courts have
been established to handle cases related to child sexual abuse, many cases still experience delays due to heavy judicial workloads, procedural
complexities, and shortage of trained personnel. Delayed justice can increase the emotional trauma experienced by victims and may weaken the
effectiveness of legal proceedings (Seth, 2013).

7.4 Lack of Awareness about Child Protection Laws

Limited awareness about child protection laws among children, parents, teachers, and community members is another barrier to effective
implementation. Many individuals are not familiar with legal provisions related to child sexual abuse or the procedures for reporting such crimes.
This lack of knowledge reduces the likelihood that victims or witnesses will report incidents of abuse to the appropriate authorities (Save the
Children, 2018).

7.5 Inadequate Training for Law Enforcement and Judicial Authorities

Handling cases of child sexual abuse requires specialized knowledge and sensitivity. However, law enforcement officials, prosecutors, and even
judicial officers may not always receive adequate training in dealing with child victims. Insufficient training can result in insensitive questioning,
improper handling of evidence, or procedural errors, which may adversely affect case outcomes (Terre des Hommes, 2016).

7.6 Limited Support and Rehabilitation Services for Victims

Child victims of sexual abuse often require psychological counseling, medical care, and social support to recover from trauma. However, access
to such support services remains limited in many regions of India, particularly in rural and underserved areas. Without proper rehabilitation and
counseling services, victims may struggle to overcome the long-term effects of abuse (UNICEF India, 2018).

7.7 Challenges Related to Digital and Online Exploitation

With the rapid growth of digital technology and internet access, children are increasingly exposed to online sexual exploitation and cyber abuse.
Law enforcement agencies often face difficulties in identifying offenders, collecting digital evidence, and addressing crimes that involve cross-
border networks. These challenges highlight the need for stronger technological capabilities and international cooperation in combating online
child exploitation (Interpol, 2020).

8. Recommendations for Strengthening Child Protection Laws in India

To improve the effectiveness of child protection laws and ensure better protection for children, several important measures can be adopted. The
following recommendations focus on strengthening legal implementation, increasing awareness, and improving support systems for victims.
8.1 Strengthening Implementation of Laws

Existing child protection laws should be implemented more effectively through better coordination among law enforcement agencies, courts, and
child protection authorities. Regular monitoring and evaluation mechanisms should be established to ensure that cases are handled promptly and
justice is delivered without unnecessary delays (Bajpai, 2018).

8.2 Increasing Awareness and Education

Awareness programs should be conducted in schools, communities, and public institutions to educate children, parents, and teachers about child
sexual abuse and legal protections. Education on personal safety and reporting mechanisms can help children recognize abusive situations and
seek help when necessary (Mathew, 2019).

8.3 Training for Law Enforcement and Judicial Officials
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Police officers, prosecutors, and judicial authorities should receive specialized training in handling child sexual abuse cases with sensitivity and
professionalism. Proper training can improve investigation procedures, evidence collection, and victim support during legal proceedings (Sharma,
2017).

8.4 Strengthening Victim Support and Rehabilitation Services

Child victims require psychological counseling, medical care, legal assistance, and social support for recovery. Expanding rehabilitation centers
and providing professional counseling services can help victims overcome trauma and reintegrate into society (Kumar, 2021).

8.5 Enhancing Measures against Online Exploitation

With the increasing use of digital technology, stronger measures are needed to prevent online sexual exploitation of children. Governments should
strengthen cyber monitoring systems, enforce stricter regulations on digital platforms, and promote digital safety education for children and
parents (Chaudhary, 2022).

9. Conclusion

Child sexual abuse represents one of the most severe threats to the safety, dignity, and well-being of children. The study highlights that India has
developed a strong legal framework to address this issue through constitutional provisions, statutory laws, and specialized legislation such as the
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012. These laws provide comprehensive definitions of offences, strict punishments
for offenders, and child-friendly procedures intended to reduce trauma for victims during legal proceedings. The comparative analysis with
international child protection laws demonstrates that many aspects of India’s legal framework align with global standards aimed at preventing
sexual exploitation and protecting the rights of children. International conventions emphasize prevention, victim protection, rehabilitation, and
international cooperation, which are also reflected in several Indian legal provisions. However, the study also identifies significant challenges in
the implementation of these laws, including underreporting of cases, social stigma, lack of awareness, delays in judicial processes, and limited
access to rehabilitation services for victims. Addressing these challenges requires stronger enforcement of existing laws, improved awareness
programs, specialized training for law enforcement and judicial authorities, and enhanced support systems for victims. Overall, protecting
children from sexual abuse requires not only strong legal provisions but also effective implementation, community awareness, and coordinated
efforts among government institutions, civil society organizations, and international bodies. Strengthening these mechanisms will play a crucial
role in ensuring justice for victims and creating a safer environment for children in India.
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